
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 September 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
In-line with the national picture and the current rise in Covid-19 cases across the 
wider local community, we have been informed of confirmed cases of Covid-19 
within our Years 7 – 11 age groups. 
 
Even though our percentage of cases across the school population as of Friday was 
fortunately lower than in other educational settings, we have seen a continued 
increase in the number of cases in school. Having taken guidance from the relevant 
public authorities, and following our Risk Assessment, we have decided to introduce 
some additional temporary measures to support us in maximising Covid-safety for 
our community. The measures below will be time limited and initially will be in place 
for the week of the 20 September only, with the possibility of extending this to two 
weeks if necessary. 
  

 Students and staff to wear face masks, unless exempt from doing so, when 
moving around the internal communal areas of the school. Should students or 
staff wish to wear face masks when in the classroom, they are of course free 
to do so. 

 Students to wear face masks, unless exempt from doing so, when travelling 
to and from school by bus. 

 
To support the above measures, the school have supplied students with masks as 
necessary when entering the school building, where hand sanitising also takes place. 
Students will be reminded across the day of the importance of regular hand 
washing/ sanitising and of where sanitiser can be accessed, for example on entering 
the Restaurant service area. 
 
During this time assemblies have been suspended and from tomorrow, Tuesday 21 
September, we will moving towards staggered access to refreshments at break. 
 
Fortunately the school’s arrangements already in place for Breakfast, break and 
lunch mean that our students are at times in ‘bubbles’ and do not mix across all year 
groups when indoors at social times, for example Year 7 and Year 8 students eat 
lunch in separate spaces seated only with their year group.  



 

 

 

 
 
Please can parent/ carers continue to support the above measures by reminding 
their sons/ daughters of the importance of wearing face masks and where possible 
keeping to seating plans when travelling to and/ or from school by bus. 
 
The school strongly encourage students and families to follow the national guidance 
by completing twice weekly Lateral Flow testing; test kits are available for all 
students from the Front Office and additionally test kits will be made available for 
students to collect at the end of the school day.  
  
Parent/ carers of Year 7 students may be aware that we have not as yet shared 
details of this week’s scheduled Kitchens of the Globe event this, along with the 
MacMillan Coffee Morning planned for Friday 24 September, has now been 
postponed and we will be in contact with the revised dates. We will continue to keep 
parent/ carers updated and communicate regularly regarding the postponement of 
any further events. 
 
Those children and staff members who have been in direct prolonged contact with 
the confirmed case will be contacted by NHS Track and Trace, advising them to self-
isolate unless they are exempt, ie. they are under 18 yrs & 6 months old or have 
had both vaccinations, and two weeks must have passed since the second 
vaccination. 
 
This letter is for your information only. We would like to take this 
opportunity to provide you with general information on COVID-19. Further 
guidance can also be accessed from the attached document: Second 
Information Letter. 
 
General COVID information 
 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  
 
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 they should remain at home. Arrange 
for a COVID test via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 
NHS 119 and inform the head teacher. 
 
If their test is negative and they can return to school when they are well. 
 
If their test is positive they will need to self-isolate for 10 days from the date 
after their symptoms started. All your household members must self-isolate for 10 
days, unless they are exempt ie. they are under 18 yrs & 6 months old or have had 
both vaccinations, and two weeks must have passed since the second vaccination.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test


 

 

 

The date of symptom onset is day zero. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-
at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection. 
 
Symptoms 
The symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 
• recent onset of new continuous cough or 
• high temperature or 
• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia). 
 
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. If you are 
concerned about your health or the health of anyone else in your house 
please seek advice from your GP or NHS 111 by phoning 111.  
 
 
 
There are things you can do to reduce the risk of getting COVID-19: 

 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  
 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
 wash your hands as soon as you get home 
 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) 

when you cough or sneeze 

 put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 
 
Further Information 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/ or by telephoning 119. 
 
Any school specific queries should be emailed to our Enquiries email: 
ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs P Parker 

Head of School 
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