
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School
As we move into the final week before the bank holiday weekend 
and half term break, students in Year 10 will be continuing to 
work on their mock assessments, whilst Year 11 will be engaging 
in a range of PSHE, life skills and celebratory activities as their 
education at SET Ixworth moves to a close. Our students in Year 
9 are reaching the end of their Key Stage 3 studies this week, with 
GCSE options beginning in the final half term of the year.  It has 
been very encouraging to see how positively Year 9 students have 
responded to the forthcoming changes and a pleasure working 
with them throughout the process. Personalised revised student 
timetables will be available upon return for the second half of the 
Trinity term.

Following the focus in last week’s Bulletin on the mental health well-being benefits of the great 
outdoors, we are delighted to confirm that the Friends Fun Run will take place as scheduled 
on Friday 25 June. This year’s event will be slightly different to previous years with in-school 
events for students and virtual participation for families and friends. In school, students will be 
able to take part in competitive races of 1, 3 or 5 km alongside a themed fun run. For those 
wishing to join the event virtually, guidance will be provided on how to participate and record 
distances. Full details for all aspects of the Friends Fun Run will be published after the half 
term break.

With the ongoing limitations on in-school visits, the end of the first half of the Trinity term 
seems an opportune moment to share with parent/ carers some of the focus areas across our 
curriculum and to provide a snapshot of school life so far this Trinity term.

With best wishes for a restful and healthy half term.

Mrs P Parker,  
Head of School
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Curriculum Snapshot

ENGLISH 
In Key Stage 3 English, students have been studying thematically-linked texts which allow them to 
explore and investigate a range of the literary canon. Alongside this, all students are having the 
experience of reading a whole contemporary text, also linked to the unit theme, through their 
satellite reading lessons. These lessons enable teachers to focus on vocabulary and understanding. 
The units and satellite texts in Year 7 are Heroes and Villains, ‘Moriarty’ by Anthony Horowitz; 
Year 8 Relationships  ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman and Year 9, Power ‘All Rights 
Reserved’ Gregory Scott Katsoulis. Recently, Year 7 have completed a piece of creative writing 
with a focus on effective description, Year 8 have been writing their own sonnets whilst Year 9 
have analysed and contrasted the poems ‘Ozymandias’ and ‘My Last Duchess’.
English – Mrs Stroud Subject Lead English

 

MATHS
In Maths, Years 7 to 9 have been working on Ratios, Equations, Inequalities, Percentages and 
Averages this half term. Additionally, the department have focused on looking at root words 
within Maths, building understanding that ratio relates to ration and median relates to medium 
for example. This half term’s topics have included some of those areas of Maths experienced 
in everyday life such as compound interest and investments and sharing money as part of 
ratios. As part of the equations and inequalities work students have been developing their 
problem-solving skills alongside how to capture a real-life situation algebraically.
Maths – Mr Beales Lead Practitioner Maths

 
SCIENCE
Year 7 Science students have been learning about reproduction in plants and in humans. This 
topic has a lot of keywords, so students have been looking at the origins of some of these 
words and practising using them within sentences. Students have also dissected a flower to find 
out more about this as a reproductive organ and to identify different structures. For Year 8 
their unit this half of term has been Reactions, in which students have learned about different 
types of chemical reaction. In particular, students produced a piece of work describing in detail 
what happens in a chemical reaction and how it can be useful. After half term they will have 
the chance to carry out these reactions themselves in the Science labs. Year 9 have continued 
with the GCSE Science curriculum, consolidating key ideas from this year about cells, disease, 
reactivity and energy; additionally Year 9 students have been focusing on revision skills and exam 
technique as they prepare for assessments in each of the three Sciences. 
Mr Budden - Lead Practitioner Science

 



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
In Modern Foreign Languages this half term Years 7 and 8 have been learning to talk about 
their daily routine, using actions to help them remember key phrases. We have also been 
revising language learned during the Autumn term. In French, Year 9 have been learning the 
tragic history of the town of Oradour-Sur-Glane which was the site of a massacre during the 
second world war, we have been practising using the past tenses to talk about the events and 
have listened to accounts of survivors. 
Mrs Ramsey - Lead Practitioner Modern Foreign Languages 

DRAMA
In Drama, as part of the Creative Arts subject area, Year 7 students have been working hard to 
demystify Elizabethan language by developing and performing short extracts from The Tempest, 
Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet. Next week sees students choose which extract to revisit for 
their half termly assessment. Year 8 Drama students have been learning how to use appropriate 
theatre terminology when writing theatre reviews. This week they will design, execute and 
analyse their lighting ideas for a scene from The Railway Children using torches (lanterns), tin 
foil (gobos), sweet wrappers (coloured gels) and jelly babies (actors). Year 9 students have been 
studying Bang Out of Order. Their rehearsals have brought characters to life using an array of 
vocal and physical skills. They have also adapted their performance spaces to suit audiences in 
different stage layouts: proscenium arch, thrust, traverse, in the round and promenade.
Mrs Hale - Lead Practitioner Creative Arts  
 

HISTORY
Year 7 have been studying the significance of medieval rulers from Eleanor of Aquitaine 
through King John to Saladin. This involved a study of each leader, their strengths and key 
contributions to the medieval world before analysing which reign was the most significant and 
why. Students are now moving onto a local study of the village of Walsham Le Willows during 
the Black Death. This entails an understanding of social structure, religious belief and medical 
knowledge.
Year 8 are finishing studying the various riots, uprisings and political changes of the industrial 
period. This involves a look at working and living conditions during a period of significant 
change. As a result of these shifts, we look at the consequences for the populations of cities in 
particular and the subsequent attempts to wrestle power and rights away from the aristocracy 
and ‘elite’ of the day.  Students will then move on to study Jack the Ripper and the birth of 
the Metropolitan police force in London. This unit exposes students to a range of sources and 
challenges them to assess why the early Metropolitan police force were unable to capture this 
infamous killer.
Year 9 are completing their Holocaust unit. This powerful unit exposes students to the effects 
of narrow views on race and religion. The unit builds understanding of how to use sources 
and interpretations to explain change and continuity during a period of study. The systematic 
massacre of Jews has been blamed on Adolf Hitler and the Nazis; students finish the unit 
exploring if it was these people alone or were others complicit in the genocide?
Mr Jackson - Assistant Head of School



THE WEEK IN PICTURES...

Such variety in Year 7. #commitment

Such a great new display 
as you enter @forgeixworth. 
Can’t wait to see it when 
it’s finished. #commitment 
#community



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Monday 17 May - Friday 28 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Friday 25 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 data entry deadline (all years)
Monday 28 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 checking week
Monday 5 July: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 24 May: Data capture point 1. CAG – all subjects
Wednesday 26 May - Friday 28 May: School and Trust Q&A scrutiny of CAGs
Wednesday 10 June: Final data entry
Tuesday 16 June: Head of school signs off CAG grades
Wednesday 17 June: CAG grades submitted to the exam board

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days



Inspiring, enabling and celebrating each and every young person’s personal best.

We would like to invite you to our Year 4 & 5 Summer 

OPEN EVENING 
Via Zoom on Wednesday 9 June 6.00pm & 
 EXTRA 
 DATE!  in-school on Tuesday 15 June 4.30pm - 7pm

Explore how we can make a difference to your child’s future via a live zoom session or 
at our COVID-secure in-school event, with 1:1 meetings and tours with key staff. 

Over subscribed for 2020 and 2021, SET Ixworth is a small, welcoming school 
providing a balanced, wide-ranging education to inspire our students with a love 
of learning. Within our learning community, we aim to ensure that each and every 
student achieves the skills and qualifications that they need to help them  
to progress into further education, training and fulfilling careers. 
These events are followed by a Drop-In Morning on Monday 14 June 9am - 
10:30am and Drop-In Afternoon on Wednesday 16 June 2:30pm - 3:30pm.
To take the opportunity to find out more and ask any questions you may 
have, please visit www.ixworthschool.org.uk for more information  
and to register.

BOOKING ESSENTIAL!


