
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School
“From the end spring new beginnings”, Pliny the Elder.
After a brief period of transition, this week has seen our 
community settle back into the regular rhythms of school life and 
learning. There has been a palpable air of positivity to students’ 
attitudes and engagement and a sense of renewed opportunities as 
the sun begins to shine. 
Embodying the spirit of spring and new beginnings, our Forge 
students have been busy tree planting:
As part of our Outdoor Learning sessions, students at Forge have 
been thinking about how to improve the school environment to 
make it better for wildlife.
They decided one thing we could do was improve the diversity of 
trees and shrubs to help provide a range of food and shelter.
Mrs Harrison found a charity that promote tree planting in UK schools (https://www.
treeappeal.com/). 
We successfully requested 15 dog rose saplings that will form a beautiful hedge in a few years’ 
time that will look like those shown in this week’s photos.
Steph Dickson Lead SEND Teacher Forge
Enrichment this Wednesday afternoon was full of smiles and laughter as students’ activities 
focused on this year’s Red Nose Day theme of the power of humour. This was followed on 
Friday by the wave of red that swept across the school as students participated enthusiastically 
in supporting Comic Relief, donating their £1 to wear something red. From hoodies to 
shoes to bandanas to bow ties the school will be proudly adding hundreds of pounds to the 
Comic Relief total from Friday night of over £45 million to help tackle hunger, homelessness, 
domestic abuse and mental health stigma. Thank you to all our students for their compassion 
and generosity.
This week sees all Lateral Flow testing for students moving to home based tests with kits 
having been issued across all year groups. Further home test kits will be sent home at the 
beginning of our final week of term, Monday 29 March, to enable students to continue with 
home testing during the holiday period. Students’ engagement with Tutor time sessions on 
completing home testing has been excellent and regular participation in the programme will 
help keep both our school and the wider local community safe. If, due to absence or similar, 
your son/ daughter has not received their home testing kits or there are any items missing 
from a kit please contact our Front Office by email on ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk or 
telephone 01359 234050 and further kits will be issued.
At SET Ixworth School we place great value on our uniform and the sense of community, 
identity and pride it brings our students. School expectations and monitoring of uniform are 
overseen by all staff with Tutors as the first point of contact. Tutors and the pastoral team 
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Forge Tree Planting

are also available to support with any queries regarding uniform, particularly at this time when 
we recognise the additional challenges the lockdown has presented to families with accessing 
shops and purchasing individual items.

Mrs P Parker, Head of School



Wednesday Afternoon Enrichment - 
Mask-making







Thank you to students and staff for supporting 
#ComicRelief2021. #community



Lateral Flow testing guide for students

THE WEEK IN PICTURES...

Really focused start to the 
week. 
#community



THE WEEK IN PICTURES...

Current affairs to start the day. #challenge

Such energy! 
#commitment 
#celebration

Great focus 
from Year 9. 
#commitment

Garden area at @
forgeixworth is really 

coming together. 
#commitment

Year 7 Creative 
writing winners! 
#celebration





Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Thursday 22 April: Progress Evening
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Friday 25 June: Friends’ of Ixworth Fun Run (5.30 - 8.00pm)

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days

Virtual Routes into STEM – for students in Years 9-10
Virtual Routes into STEM is a course provided by the Engineering Development 
Trust (EDT) and is an exciting opportunity for students to explore the various 
routes they can take towards their STEM career. It is designed to give them an 
insight into pathways following GCSEs including study routes via College and 

University and direct Apprenticeship routes through industry. The course gives a fantastic insight 
into what life is like in a variety of different STEM settings and gives students the ability to 
virtually tour multiple colleges, universities and employers. 

The course is open to all students in Years 9 & 10 and is suitable for all academic abilities. All 
that is required is a genuine interest in STEM subjects and inquisitiveness about what the future 
can hold. The course is held online and runs from 21st May to 6th June It includes a diverse 
range of live interactive sessions that will be held over the half term week. 

For more information please contact Mr Budden, Lead Practitioner for Science,  
at tbudden@seckfordeducation.org.uk


