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In a start to the academic year which has 
been dominated by the current global 
pandemic, it has been both reassuring and 
inspirational to share in the many,  many 
successes of our SET Ixworth students. 
There has been no compromise in our 6C 
values or on our high expectations and 
the school as a whole have risen to the 
challenge of the ‘new Covid-safe normal’. 

Innovation and community have been 
driving forces in the past months. From outdoor creative 
lessons, to staggered lunch times, Science experiments in the 
New Hall, daily temperature checks on arrival, Remembrance 
Day in year group bubbles, CAT assessments and GCSE 
mock examinations, House competitions, Tutor group based 
Enrichment, online learning and live lessons – at each point our 
focus has been on how we can deliver and engage in all that 
we value. We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, 
our community, for the positive, proactive and thoughtful way 
in which new protocols have been adopted, keeping our school 
Ready, Respectful and Safe. 

As we make our plans for the final days of term, we look 
forward to students and staff celebrating the triumphs of the 
term along with the Christmas festivities.

With best wishes to all our community for a happy, healthy and 
safe Christmas and New Year. 

Mrs Parker, Head of School

Head of School’s Welcome
_________________________

www.ixworthschool.org.uk
SET Ixworth School, 

Walsham Road, Ixworth, IP31 2HS

Mrs P Parker
Head of School

Important Date!

Tuesday 5 January

Students begin 
Lent Term

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please

contact Mr Cooper Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01359 234050 or for more information please visit

www.ixworthschool.org.uk/safeguarding.
Ixworth School’s named safeguarding

trustee is Mr Richard Lane.

Latest News
Twitter

Facebook
Website

To keep up to date with the latest 
news and events from the School, 

please remember that you can follow 
Ixworth School on twitter:

@SETIxworth. Please also check our 
webpage for regular updates, and 

our Facebook page, just search for 
SET Ixworth School on Facebook.

Lower School

After a long break from education, Year 7 made an impressive 
entrance to SET Ixworth School and our Year 8 cohort returned 
raring to go. I have been overwhelmed by the students’ enthusiasm 
for the House Naming and Logo Designing competitions. I am also 
very proud of the way our students have remained committed to their 
learning through some very challenging and unusual times. 

Throughout the Michaelmas term, Year 7, 8 and 9 students have 
demonstrated excellent engagement across all areas of their academic study. The addition 
of the school’s new IT suite has provided an inspiring learning resource in which Key Stage 
3 learning, knowledge and understanding can be explored or assessed; for example in 
Geography Year 8 students worked collaboratively to create presentations summarising 
their learning on urbanization and completed online Sign Language courses as part of 
Enrichment.
 
With the launch of our new House names, a number of curriculum 
areas have been swift to seize the opportunity to set up competitions 
such as ballad writing in English and international Christmas cards in 
Modern Foreign Languages, providing an ideal platform for students 
to demonstrate knowledge, research and creative skills.
 
After taking time to support all members of our community in the initial return to school 
this September, by the fourth week of term we were ready to effectively re-introduce 

more formal testing, commencing with the bi-annual reading 
comprehension and spelling assessments across the whole 
school. The ICT Suite was again an excellent resource 
as the additional CAT and PT formative assessments 
were completed by all students across Years 7, 8 and 9. 
Assessments such as these are a most valuable tool to 
ensure that the challenge and support for each and every on 
of our student’s is well-balanced and personalised.

Mr Pitcock, Assistant Head of School

Mr R Pitcock
Assistant Head of School



Forge

The first term at Forge has been an overwhelming success with a 
diverse and exciting range of learning activities. Students have begun 
creating our fire pit area and completed excavation of the pit before 
the weather turned on us! We have learnt ratios through the creation 
of cement and have installed posts ready for an area to be transformed 
into our chicken coop as well as erecting a shed, requiring teamwork 
and not inconsiderable negotiation skills.

From a creative point of view Forge students have designed their own pinch pots in self-
drying clay as well as illustrating a Thanksgiving Tree detailing what they are thankful for. In 
English the students have explored ‘War of the Worlds’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’ using the 
texts as a stimulus to write newspaper articles and analysing the language. Maths and Physics 
have incorporated space and our solar system, identifying the planets and their various 
properties. PSHE has also been incredibly successful with a daily lesson exploring topics 
such as anti-bullying, relationships and religions of the world. 

Community
Charity and Community have been at the fore of the Michaelmas term. The first event of 
the school year was Jeans for Genes week, followed by the annual events of Remembrance 
Day on Wednesday 11 November and Children in Need on Friday 13 November. This 
year’s Children in Need theme ‘Come as Yourself’ was a huge success with students 
celebrating their individuality by adding to or replacing an article of their uniform to reflect 
the spirit of this theme. November also highlighted the anti-bullying campaign with Odd 
Socks Day as co-ordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance, based at the National Children’s 
Bureau, raising awareness and uniting us as a community against bullying. At a local level 
the Friends of Ixworth have adapted their annual fundraising events, and there has been an 
excellent community response to these such as the Bags2School scheme. 

Upper School

What a whirlwind start to the year!  Year 9 students have adapted well to the 
variety of restrictions in place due to Covid-19.  We now turn our attention to 
the beginning of the options process which many have been looking forward to.  
All students will experience a taster session in each GCSE option before being 
presented with key details about the subject itself.  This is an exciting time for 
Year 9 students with a raft of possibilities ahead.  I am looking forward to guiding 
students through this process over the coming months. 

Year 10 have made a strong start to Key Stage 4.  Students are focused, committed 
and taking pride in their work.  I have been impressed with the progress made so 
far and look forward to this continuing throughout the Key Stage.  In addition, many 
of our students are accessing additional opportunities like the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award and 
employability skills.   

Students in Year 11 should be very proud of their achievements so far.  The challenges 
faced and the way in which our students have met them is a credit to their commitment 
to GCSE study.  Mock exams were sat for the first time in November and attest to their 
determination to succeed.  Students will use this progress check point as a springboard to 
motivate them to future successes. 

Mr Jackson, Assistant Head of School

Mr M Jackson
Assistant Head of School

Finally (although I could go on with dozens of more examples) 
students have been developing their personal/life skills through 
work on AQA Unit Award Schemes which encourage them to 
explore areas of interest and transferable skills. These include 
units such as hand washing hygiene, pizza making, hair and 
beauty, circuit training and stop motion animation. 

Mr Hale, SENCo



Challenge and Commitment
Students’ consistent commitment to their learning continues to be a great asset and it has 
been impressive how quickly the school have adapted and developed new ways of working 
to maximise learning and achievement. An excellent example of this was the positive and 
focused engagement our Year 11 students demonstrated towards their mock examinations 
at the beginning of November.  Their diligence has been sustained as students have 
undertaken reflection and development work,  building a good understanding of strengths 
and areas for action in each individual GCSE subject to support their journey to success 
in the summer of 2021. Interventions such as 1:1 Tutors and small group work have been 
further extended through the My Tutor programme, providing individualised support for 
each and every student.

New steps in our academic learning in school have included the Science department’s work 
in enabling students to engage in practical experiments outside of the classroom in Covid-
safe formats. Another highlight has been the introduction of ‘Live Lessons’ via Google Meet 
for Year 10 and 11 Geographers and Historians in Mr Debenham’s and Mr Dexter’s classes.

Alongside SET Ixworth’s own virtual open events and videos created to provide new 
families with an experience of our school from the comfort of their own homes, Year 11 
students have accessed post-16 settings via virtual talks such as those from West Suffolk 
College and Abbeygate Sixth-Form.

Contact us...  
We welcome your feedback, news and comments. 

Email us: ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk

01359 234 050
SET Ixworth School, Walsham Road,

Ixworth,  IP31 2HS

www.ixworthschool.org.uk

Celebration
A major change this term has been in the renaming of our school Houses through the 
power of student voice. Our new House names, as nominated by SET Ixworth students, of: 
Moore, Coleman, Nightingale and Mandela, have provided our community with an excellent 
set of diverse and aspirational role models. Across Tutor times students have explored the 
context, challenges and achievements of these heroes, from ground breaking mathematical 
calculations for NASA to unprecedented fundraising. It was a pleasure to read our students’ 
House name nominations and to share in their understanding of how our 6Cs have been 
realised and embodied in the choices and actions of outstanding individuals such as Captain 
Tom Moore, Katherine Coleman, Florence Nightingale and Nelson Mandela. Our current 
students have created an inspiring legacy for those who follow them in the years to come.

Coleman design winner: 
Charlotte Year 8 

(in Nightingale House)

Mandela design winner: 
Isabelle Year 7 

(in Coleman House)

Moore design winner: 
Mia Year 7 

(in Coleman House)

Nightingale design winner: 
Josh Year 8  

(in Moore House)



ixchange
The newsletter for SET Ixworth School | “Providing a foundation for life”

> Careers Day

> Christmas Fair

> Photos from the Term

> Olympian Visit

> Achievement Evening

> What’s Next for Ixworth?

ixworth
What’s inside?

SET Ixworth School is a proud member of the Seckford Education Trust

December 2019



ixchange
Ixworth

We have enjoyed a very successful first term 
and haven’t stopped! From Ofsted to the 
increase in sporting fixtures; from Kitchens of 
the Globe events with Year 7 and 8 parents 
and carers to drama workshops; from 
the new School Choir to Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions, this term has seen us 
push ourselves in order that we can offer our 
students more.

And whilst it is always good to see the 
broad range of extra-curricular and personal 
development opportunities included in this edition of the Ixchange, 
it is the small things within our School that give me the greatest 
sense of pride. Students and staff eating together in the restaurant; 
Year 9 students acting as peer readers, supporting students in Year 
7; Mr Cooper greeting every single student at the start of each day 
.... and the list goes on. The sense of community in our School is 
strong and I’m grateful to parents and carers for their continued 
support.

Finally, the end of term will of course bring our Success Assembly 
and Christmas Enrichment activities. Then, looking ahead to next 
term, we are putting on a major production of ‘The Sound of Music’ 
- details will be on our website and I know it will be an event to 
remember. Before then, I hope that all readers enjoy a relaxing and 
happy Christmas and New Year!

Mr Barrow, Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome
___________________

www.ixworthschool.org.uk
SET Ixworth School, 

Walsham Road, Ixworth, IP31 2HS

Mr Barrow
Headteacher

Important Date!

Tuesday 7 January

Students Begin 
Lent Term

Safeguarding
Should you have any safeguarding concerns, please

contact Mr Cooper Designated Safeguarding Lead on
01359 234050 or for more information please visit

www.ixworthschool.org.uk/safeguarding.
Ixworth School’s named safeguarding

trustee is Mrs Chenery-Morris.

Latest News
Twitter

Facebook
Website

To keep up to date with the latest 
news and events from the School, 

please remember that you can follow 
Ixworth School on twitter:

@IxworthFS. Please also check our 
webpage for regular updates, and 

our Facebook page, just search for 
Ixworth School on Facebook.

It has been my great pleasure to lead Ixworth as Head of School. 
There are too many highlights from this term to mention; however, 
I am immensely proud of the very positive responses to our 
PSHE programme and the Mock General Election.  Our students 
continue to impress me on a daily basis and I very much look 
forward to welcoming them back in the New Year.

Merry Christmas to you all.

Mrs P Parker, Head of School



Careers Day

Our first PSHE Day of the academic year focused on 
‘Careers’. Some of the highlights of the day include: 
Barclays ‘Life Skills’ programme; a Post 16 presentation 
from West Suffolk College; access to the ‘Icanbea’ careers 
website and an external speaker. 

Friends’ Christmas Fair

On Friday 6 December the much anticipated annual Christmas Fair took 
place. Parents, students and staff supported the event and a fantastic £892 
was raised.

Thank you to our amazing Friends of Ixworth. You make such a difference!!



THE TERM IN PHOTOS

Great to welcome so many 
Year 7 and 8 parents and 

carers to Kitchens of the Globe. 
#community

Year 8 students ‘enjoying’ 
trying ‘les escargots’ to mark 
the end of their unit on food 

and drink in French. 
Miam, miam!

Food technology as part of 
our enrichment programme.

Sport at SET Ixworth this term. 
#challenge #cooperation



This term’s Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Expedition.

#challenge #cooperation

Skiing 
lessons in 
preparation 

for the 
Cross-Trust 
Ski Trip. 

#challenge 
#confidence

Rehearsals for the next School 
Production - Sound of Music - 
are underway. #commitment

Cross Country!
#challenge 
#celebration

Delighted to welcome so 
many families for our Open 
Evening. Record numbers. So 
proud of amazing students 
and staff who showed our 
school off. #community 

#celebration



Achievement Evening
Our Annual Achievement Evening took place on Thursday 
12 December and it was wonderful to see current and 
former students coming together to celebrate their 
successes and to collect prizes and awards.

Students were inspired with tales of determination and 
endeavour from this year’s guest speaker, Paralympic 
athlete and former Royal Marine, Joe Townsend. 

Joe enthused students at SET Ixworth School with his passion for sport and his resilience in 
the face of adversity, which has led him to become one of the world’s best para-triathletes. 
After losing both legs in an explosion while on tour in Afghanistan as Royal Marine 
Commando, Joe was determined to return to his previous fitness level, which led him to 
become a world-renowned para-triathlete. Joe competed in the Rio Paralympic Games in 
2016 and won gold at the ITU World Triathlon Championships in 2017 and 2018. At the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games, Joe tackled his fear of heights by carrying the Paralympic 
Flame into the stadium with a dramatic high-wire entrance as part of the opening ceremony.

After sharing his motivational story, Joe presented awards and prizes to students of all ages 
for their individual achievements and progress made in academic subjects, and success in 
extra-curricular activities such as Sea Cadets and work experience placements.



Ixworth Votes!
Like the rest of the country, we voted on Thursday 12 December. Inspired by trailblazers 
like Greta Thurnberg, we wanted to speak out and to be heard.

To capture what we believe are the main national debates around leave vs. remain and 
climate change, four parties were represented: Conservative, Green, Labour and Liberal.

We started the day with a whole school assembly which wasn’t really an assembly; it was a 
hustings. The four candidates spoke and changed our minds! Labour pitched by saying they 
are for the many and not the few. Conservatives argued back by saying that getting Brexit 
done is for everyone. Liberals opposed this and focused on ending the post code lottery of 
life. Greens focused on the future.

We all then voted and on Friday morning we all returned to the New Hall. Each of us as 
the returning officers read out the results for our year groups. First Past the Post focuses 
on constituencies and the Conservatives won a majority - 7 seats. Labour were the 
second largest party with 4 constituencies. Liberals won one seat and the Green didn’t 
win any. However, when you look at the proportion of votes, the picture changes a little. 
Conservatives won 45% of the vote; Labour got 26% but the Greens got 15% and the 
Liberals got 14%.

We learnt one thing on Friday. The system may not be fair but we need to be heard. If Greta 
can get Donald Trump to tweet about her campaign, we can influence our country. Brexit 
will affect us, but will it be for the better of for the worse?

The SET Ixworth School Returning Officers



Contact us...  
We welcome your feedback, news and comments.

Email us: ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk

01359 234 050
SET Ixworth School, Walsham Road,

Ixworth,  IP31 2HS

www.ixworthschool.org.uk

Building Projects
Work has already begun to create a Learning Resources Centre within the School. This will 
see PCs added to what is currently the library. The centre will be open to students at break,  
lunchtimes and after school and will also be used for research and the delivery of Computer 
Science.

Plans to convert the nursery to the far left of the School have now been agreed and this 
space will be open in September 2020.  As part of this project, we are looking to create a 
new Art and Photography studio.

What’s next for Ixworth?

Staff Promotions

Mr Hale has been 
promoted to Lead 

Practitioner (SENDCo) 
and joins the Senior 

Leadership Team from 
January 2020.

Mr Cooper has been 
promoted to Pastoral 

Support Officer and the 
Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (DSL).

Mr Jackson has also 
been promoted to the 
Senior Leadership Team 
from January 2020. He 
will continue to lead 

Years 9 and 10 as their 
Senior Tutor.


