
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 
At a time of such uncertainty it is a great positive to see our 
students focusing their energies so effectively, reflecting the 
words of Thomas Merton, writer, theologian, poet, social 
activist and scholar: ‘You do not need to know precisely what 
is happening, or exactly where it is all going. What you need 
is to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the 
present moment, and to embrace them with courage, faith 
and hope.’
As we move into the fourth week of the Lent term, student 
engagement in online learning is going from strength 
to strength and it is encouraging to see close to 100% 
engagement across the school as a whole in the core subject 
areas of Maths and English. 
School staff are available to assist with any barriers students and families may experience in 
accessing online learning. Key contacts for different queries are: for subject specific questions 
your son/ daughter’s subject teacher, for questions around learning across a range of subject 
areas Tutors are the primary contact, non-academic support can be accessed from the 
Pastoral team and Mr Beales can address any difficulties with logging in, Google Classroom 
codes and the additional data scheme.
We take this week’s Bulletin to share an insight into work across the school with 
contributions from Mr Pitcock for Years 7 and 8, Mr Jackson Years 9 to 11 and Mr Cooper 
on the work of the pastoral team.

Mrs P Parker, Head of School

News Update for the 

Week Commencing 25 January 2021

Mrs P Parker 
Head of School

Lateral Flow Testing – an update
Testing
•	 	The	Government	has	confirmed	that:	“the	use	of	rapid	lateral	flow	tests	is	already	

proving	beneficial	in	finding	people	with	coronavirus	(COVID-19)	before	they	develop	
symptoms”.

•	 	We	continue	to	test	staff,	across	all	of	our	secondary	schools,	on	a	weekly	basis	and	
are	expected	to	test	students	twice	upon	their	return. 

Self-isolation	for	those	identified	as	a	‘close	contact’
•	 	It	is	important	to	clarify	that	if	a	student	or	staff	member	is	identified	as	a	close	

contact	and	required	to	self-isolate	at	home,	the	same	restrictions	do	not	apply	to	
the	cohabiting	family.	

•	 	The	whole	family	is	only	required	to	remain	at	home	if	one	of	them	has	a	confirmed	
positive	test	or	is	symptomatic	and	awaiting	test	results.



Years 7 and 8 
Well done to Year 7 and 8 for adjusting to online learning so quickly. It is great to see so many smiling 
faces on live lessons and to see work of a high standard being submitted every day. We would really 
like to see as many cameras on with backgrounds blurred as possible, and lots of student participation 
using a microphone device or the chat facility.

We have just introduced a new format to run Enrichment online during the Wednesday afternoon 
lesson time. We have created one Enrichment Google Classroom with a large range of activities for 
students to choose from, some activities will take minutes and some might take several weeks. All the 
activities will be on the Google Classroom permanently and there is no deadline, but please encourage 
students to share pictures of what they achieve with us! The code for this room is ssifqr6.

Mr Pitcock Assistant Head of School Years 7 and 8

Years	9	–	11	
It was extremely pleasing to see so many Year 9 families in attendance at our online GCSE option event 
last week.  I hope students take time to read through the brochure, watch our Head Students’ video 
and investigate the wide range of higher and further education possibilities available to them before 
completing the form for return.  The option process is as much about the journey as it is the destination. 

It has been a strong start for many of our Year 10 students to this second phase of lockdown.  
Students should now be signed up to all their Google Classrooms, please ensure they are accessing 
all the live and online lessons. The new Enrichment classroom should provide students with the 
opportunity to carry out tasks away from the computer screen which will support with well-being, 
alongside developing new skills. 

While we await confirmation of exactly what is to happen with each of the Year 11 GCSE subject areas, 
we are ensuring opportunities to add to students’ portfolios of work as evidence of students’ overall 
grades. Students need to be involved in both live and standard online lessons to get the most out of this 
time, submit all assignments set and to take every opportunity to engage with their teachers.

Mr	Jackson	Assistant	Head	of	School	Years	9	–	11	

Pastoral Support
As we are all getting back into the online world of learning, we have to take responsibility in remaining 
safe online and looking after our own wellbeing. With this in mind our Pastoral team are running and 
monitoring a Google classroom titled ‘Pastoral Support.’ This is populated regularly with well-being 
activities, advice, websites and apps to support our community during this challenging and emotional 
time. The classroom also allows students to post comments to members of the Pastoral Team, if they 
wish, for further support, guidance or to ask questions, with this being monitored throughout the 
school day. The Google classroom code is: era4ytn. I would encourage all our students to join. 

Due to our community now turning to being online once again, we as a school will be looking at 
how we can all stay safe online through tutor time activities and assemblies. Over the coming weeks, 
resources and advice will be shared with students via their Tutor group Google classroom. Resources 
will focus on the benefits of online learning, how to remain safe online and to look at a healthy balance 
between work and rest.

Along with the resources we are sharing, I also would like to signpost students to the Headspace and 
Kooth apps. These apps give students an option for online counselling, an advice and support service 
for young people aged 11 – 25, along with mindfulness exercises and guided meditation. 

Mr	Cooper	Inclusion	Lead



Google	Classroom	Top	Tips:

To support parent/ carers in the coming weeks we will continue to share 
advice	for	supporting	students	as	they	work	on	Google	Classroom.

•  You can see your child’s “to do list” on Google classroom, which can be found 
at the top of the page which lists all of their classrooms. When you click this 
button, you will be taken to a list of assignments. You can swap between 
“assigned”, “missing” and “done”. By clicking on “missing”, you can see what 
tasks have not been completed. By clicking on “done” you can see if your child 
has done the right number of tasks (up to 6 per day) each week.

•  Set a time limit for each assignment. Unless an assignment specifically says it is 
for multiple lessons, your child should only spend 45 - 50 minutes maximum 
on each task before submitting what they have completed in that time. If it 
isn’t a lot, just encourage them to message their teacher to explain where they 
experienced any challenges. 

•  Stick to the timetable as much as possible just as students would in school. 
Your child should do what they can in each lesson and then move on. If your 
child finds a particular task really difficult and cannot complete this within the 
time frame of the lesson, guide them to explain this in as much detail as they 
can to their subject teacher and then move on to their next lesson.

•  Submit work in multiple ways. The easiest way to submit work is via Google 
docs however there are lots of other ways. You can use Microsoft office and 
upload to the classroom or you can work on paper, take a picture of it and 
upload that from your smart device straight to the computer. 

•  Ensure a firm end to the day. With the lines between home and school blurred, 
it is important we have a firm end to the school day. Do not go past this agreed 
time (ideally 4pm), if the work isn’t done then message your teacher or tutor to 
explain why and start again the next day.

•  Communicate as much as possible. We are always here to help and support 
with any concerns or obstacles to learning. Once we understand these, we can 
help fix them.



Feedback routines during lockdown 
English 
Work will be viewed weekly; misconceptions will be identified and lessons will be planned 
accordingly. Immediate verbal feedback will be given in our weekly ‘live’ lessons. Before half term, 
every student will receive detailed feedback on an extended piece of work. Students will be 
expected to redraft and improve this work based on the feedback given.

Maths 
At the end of each topic teachers will give students feedback either by video or by written 
explanation on the areas of the topic they have struggled on. Students are then assigned a 
follow up task so that they can practise and the teachers can be sure that they have understood. 
Depending on the length topic this lesson which will either be entitled ‘Green Pen Lesson’ or 
‘Feedback and Review lesson’ and  will be posted every 5 to 7 lessons on Google Classroom.

Science 
In Science, as well as frequent quizzes for students to check their understanding, each class will 
complete one extended task by half term. Students will receive personalised feedback from their 
teacher. In Years 9-11 the task will be in the style of an exam question. Year 7 and 8 will produce 
a short piece of writing about one of the scientific ideas they have been learning about this half of 
term.

Humanities 
At Key Stage 3 students (Years 7, 8 and 9) will receive feedback on one piece of written work each 
half term and two knowledge check tasks. 
At Key Stage 4 students (Year 10 and 11)  will receive feedback on two pieces of written work 
each half term and two knowledge check tasks.

MFL 
In MFL work will be reviewed weekly. Students will receive instant verbal feedback during their live 
lessons. There will also be regular self-marking quizzes that provide instant feedback. 
More detailed written or verbal feedback will be provided by teachers as a response to a more 
detailed piece of work once a half term. Students will be expected to respond to this feedback and 
make adjustments where necessary. 

Creative	Arts 
Students in KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) will receive live lessons from two of the four Creative Arts 
subjects; D&T, Art, Music and Drama. In the live lessons students will receive live group and 
individualised feedback according to the task set. Students will also receive individualised written 
or voice recorded feedback on one assessment completed this half term. Separately students’ 
progress will be tracked. 

Students in KS4 (Year 10 and 11) will receive oral or written weekly feedback within their live 
lessons on either specific work submitted or their weekly progress on their creative project. 
This feedback will support them in completing the next step in their development. In addition, 
fortnightly teachers will provide individualised targeted written or voice recorded feedback on 
specific work completed by the students. Students’ engagement and progress will also be tracked. 

SET Lead Practitioners



REMINDER:
Please can parent/ 

carers support students 
in	completing	the	daily	

online Register to ensure 
students’	attendance	

and 

Remote learning – 
at School

To further bridge the gap between home and school at this time of 

separation, as during the last lockdown, we are always delighted to 

receive photographs of students’ work from home. 

If families are happy to share photographs please email these to our 

enquiries email address ixworth@seckfordeducation.org.uk



 

Lockdown Poetry and Song Writing Competition
‘Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.’ Robert Frost

Seckford	Education	Trust	is	inviting	you	to	express	your	thoughts,	feelings	and	
Lockdown	experiences	through	the	medium	of	poetry	or	song.	

Your poem, or song, must not exceed 30 lines.

We will award prizes in each of the following categories: KS2, KS3 and KS4.

The winning entry will be judged on the following criteria:

• Imagination

• Originality

• Flair

Top	Tips:

•  Read lots! The poet laureate, Simon Armitage, wrote this poem inspired by Lockdown: 
https://www.simonarmitage.com/wp-content/uploads/Lockdown-by-Simon-Armitage.pdf

•  Poetry should be heard. Think about how your poem will sound when it’s read aloud. You can 
listen to lots of different poems here: https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/

•  Samuel Taylor Coleridge once said that, ‘poetry is the best words in the best order.’ Your 
poem doesn’t have to rhyme, but you must think carefully about the words you choose. Make 
sure each and every one serves a purpose.

All entries should be emailed to amellor@seckfordeducation.org.uk by the deadline of 1st	March	2021

Good luck!

Abby	Mellor

Lead Practitioner for English 
Seckford Education Trust



Dates	For	Your	Diary
Year 7
Tuesday	30	March:	Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday	10	-	Friday	14	May: KS3 examinations
Thursday	24	June:	Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday	30	March:	Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday	29	April:	Progress Evening
Monday	10	-	Friday	14	May: KS3 examinations
Thursday	24	June:	Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year	9
Tuesday	30	March:	Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday	10	-	Friday	14	May: KS3 examinations
Monday	21	June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday	24	June:	Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year	10
Tuesday	30	March:	Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday	4	May	-	Friday	14	May:	Mock Examinations
Monday	21	June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday	24	June:	Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year	11
Monday	22	February	-	Friday	5	March:	Mock Examinations 2
Thursday	25	March:	Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday	30	March:	Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’	and	Carers’	Open	Forum
Tuesday	16	March:	9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday	4	May:	9.30 – 10.30am   
Friday	25	June:	9.30 – 10.30am

Other	Events
Friday	5	March: Friends’ of Ixworth Race/ Bingo Night
Friday	25	June:	Friends’ of Ixworth Fun Run (5.30 - 8.00pm)

Year	6	Into	7	Transition
Wednesday	16	June:	Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday	29	-	Wednesday	30	June:	Transition Days

BT’s	new	Stand	Out	Skills	hub:	 
www.bt.com/StandOutSkills
Free must-have tips, resources and 
advice for jobseekers at every stage  
of their search. It has ways to help you 
discover your potential, make you own 
luck, write job applications that can 
stand out from the crowd and advice 
on how to interview with confidence 
and stay resilient through it all. 


