
Weekly Bulletin for Families
Message from the Head of School 

Over the Michaelmas term SET Ixworth students, staff and families 
have repeatedly demonstrated an impressive and inspiring sense of 
community, not only in terms of those nearest to us but in looking 
to wider national and global communities. This was seen once again 
last Friday, 11 December, as we participated in Save the Children’s 
charity Christmas Jumper day. Along with helping us all to get into 
the festive spirit nearly £450 was raised, following on from the funds 
already donated for this year’s Poppy Appeal, Jeans for Genes Day 
and Children in Need. Local community spirit has also been front 
of mind for our Year 10 students, who have reached out by writing 
Christmas cards to the residents of The Beeches Care Home in 
Ixworth. The experience has been really positive for both senders 
and recipients and we hope to develop communications further into the future.

Continuing the theme of Christmas cards, the Modern Foreign Language department’s 
internationally themed Christmas card competition saw a wealth of entries all beautifully 
crafted and well researched, including entries in Icelandic and Latin. Prize winners will be 
announced as part of Wednesday’s celebrations. 

A reminder that, after a day of enriching Christmas activities and celebrations ending with 
Mr Beales hosting a whole school online quiz, term ends this Wednesday 16 December with 
our usual finish time of 3.55pm. Tuesday is our year group bubbled Christmas lunch event; a 
big thank you in advance to Chef Pilmer and his team for what will no doubt be a wonderfully 
festive feast. 

Coming to the final days of the Michaelmas term and calendar year, we are reminded of the 
inseparable link between the sorrow of endings and excitement and energy of new beginnings. 
As a staff body we have a few changes in place for the new year. Having completed her NQT 
training with us and a number of years of service, Miss Cahillane is moving on to a smaller 
specialist setting to take on the next step in her teaching career. We are delighted to have 
successfully recruited another outstanding NQT Miss Georgina Burgess to join us part-time 
in January, moving to full-time at the February half term. Additionally Mrs Kelly is beginning 
the process of moving overseas and so will be with us in school on a more part-time basis in 
the new year. Again, despite lockdown, the school have been fortunate with the recruitment 
process finding a highly experienced MFL teacher Mrs Karen Hansen who is relocating to 
Suffolk. 

The school are also looking forward to extending our support staff and English team within the 
mainstream school, as Mrs Jan Haddow moves across from Forge as our Assistant SENCo and 
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English teacher. The English department continues to grow further as Mrs deBungard, who 
has been working with a wide number of our students as part of the school’s catch up and 
intervention programme, moves back into the classroom to work with Year 8. We are also 
delighted to welcome Mrs Amy Nichol back to the Maths department; initially Mrs Nichol will 
be focusing on work with Maths intervention and catch up across all year groups.

Congratulations go to established members of the staff body, as our DSL Mr Copper is 
promoted to the role of Inclusion Lead and his colleague Mrs Ward-Ashton takes on the 
position of Pastoral Support Officer.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our staff for their seemingly endless 
commitment and care. To those who joined us this term, thank you for the focused and 
enriching start you have made despite the many challenges of this particular academic year. To 
those moving on, we wish you every success in your next adventures and thank you for the 
immeasurable difference you have made to each and every one of our students. The legacy 
of your work over the past years means that students will benefit from your efforts for many 
years to come. To those moving into new or promoted positions, thank you for all you given 
to our community so far, we look forward to all you have to bring to your new roles.

Finally, a thank you to all our students, parent/ carers and families for your continued support 
of SET Ixworth School.

With warmest wishes for a safe, healthy and happy Christmas and New Year.

Mrs P Parker, Head of School
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Year 10 Public Services. 
#commitment #challenge 

#community

Impressed with Year 10 
and 11. #commitment

Year 9 students are taking part in a series of 
GCSE taster lessons as part of the decision 
making process for Year 10. This was Drama 
with Mrs Hale. #commitment #cooperation

THE WEEK IN PICTURES...

New displays in school with 
important messages and 

reminders for our students. 
#community



Dates For Your Diary
Year 7
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 8
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Thursday 29 April: Progress Evening
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 9
Wednesday 20 January: Year 9 Progress Evening with GCSE Information
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Monday 10 - Friday 14 May: KS3 examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 10
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home
Tuesday 4 May - Friday 14 May: Mock Examinations
Monday 21 June: Year 9/10 “Is University for You?” Evening 
Thursday 24 June: Progress Checkpoint 4 - reports sent home

Year 11
Monday 22 February - Friday 5 March: Mock Examinations 2
Thursday 25 March: Progress Evening - mock examination results
Tuesday 30 March: Progress Checkpoint 3 - reports sent home

Parents’ and Carers’ Open Forum
Tuesday 26 January: 9.30 – 10.30am  Tuesday 16 March: 9.30 – 10.30am  
Tuesday 4 May: 9.30 – 10.30am   Friday 25 June: 9.30 – 10.30am

Other Events
Tuesday 15 December: School Christmas Lunch
Friday 5 March: Friends’ of Ixworth Race/ Bingo Night
Friday 25 June: Friends’ of Ixworth Fun Run (5.30 - 8.00pm)

Year 6 Into 7 Transition
Wednesday 16 June: Transition Evening/ Meet the Tutor (5.00 - 7.00pm)
Tuesday 29 - Wednesday 30 June: Transition Days


