
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

CAT 4 Assessments 

I write to share your son/daughter’s CAT 4 assessment report. The Cognitive 
Abilities Test (CAT4) is a diagnostic assessment that is designed to help students 
and their teachers understand how they learn and what their academic potential 
might be. It assesses how students think in key areas that are known to make a 
difference to learning. 

While many other tests focus on a student’s attainment in core subjects, CAT4 is 
designed to give schools a much broader, more rounded view of each student, their 
potential and how they learn. Results help teachers decide about the pace of 
learning that is right for a student and whether additional support or challenge is 
needed to help them reach their full potential. The data collected will be used with 
other information (such as primary feedback, literacy tests), to support teaching and 
learning for each and every student. 

Tasks involve thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-Verbal Reasoning), words 
(Verbal Reasoning), numbers (Quantitative Reasoning) and some questions are 
answered by mentally generating and transforming visual images (Spatial Ability). 
CAT4 is based on many years of research and development and is a well-known 
assessment in schools; teachers value its ability to provide an understanding of what 
a child is capable of rather than defining them by their understanding of a body of 
knowledge in particular subjects. 

Senior Leaders have looked at each student’s profile and this has now been shared 
with all colleagues. Discussing the assessments and outcomes at home with your 
son/ daughter also provides a useful platform to explore effective methods for 
engaging with homework, revision and further learning away from school. 

Should you have any questions regarding the CAT 4 diagnostic assessment 
information, or arising from conversations with your son/daughter about these, 
please contact their Form Tutor in the first instance. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs P Parker 
Head of School 


