
 

 

 

 

10 September 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 
I am writing to welcome you to the new academic year! 
 
I hope you had a fantastic summer holiday - and I would like to offer a particularly 
warm welcome to the very many new families that have now joined us. 
 
Ixworth is now 5 years old and is the largest it has ever been. Our first ever Year 11 
cohort has just finished Year 13 and many of them are now off to university to 
embark upon the next stage of their academic careers. 
 
It feels appropriate therefore as we celebrate our fifth year - and with three years of 
GCSE success behind us, to update you on a number of developments for this year 
and beyond. 
 
Staffing and promotions  
 
I am fortunate to work with so many talented and committed colleagues. They 
understand our moral purpose and our determination to meet the needs of each and 
every student. The increase in student numbers has afforded me the opportunity to 
recognise their talent and commitment and I’m very pleased to be able to announce 
that: 
 
-Mr Pitcock has been promoted to Senior Teacher and joins the Extended Leadership 
Team. He will continue to lead on Years 7 and 8. 
 
- Mr Jackson has been promoted to Senior Tutor for Years 9 and 10 and is your 
point of contact after your child’s Form Tutor. 
 
- Mr Mannington is now our Lead Teacher for PE. 
 
I am confident that their drive, determination and energy will add considerable 
capacity to our School. 
 
In addition, we have also welcomed the following new staff to Ixworth: Mr Hale 
(Subject Leader English); Mr Higgins (Science and Maths) and Mrs Sue Pike (School 
Administration). As reported in July, Miss Hunt has been promoted to Senior 
Administration Assistant and replaces Mrs Steed who has returned to teaching after 
two years with us. 
 
 



 

 
Enrichment 
 
There are a number of new opportunities for students during this year’s enrichment 
programme. This includes: British Sign Language; Dora Love Prize; Debating and 
discussion groups; a School Choir. 
 
Moving forward, I am looking to really focus our enrichment programme on 
character development. The Dora Love Prize, for example,  is an annual prize 
awarded for the best Holocaust awareness project. Students will have time to work 
on their projects until early December when we will ask for project plans or outlines, 
which will be assessed by the external panel of judges. The Dora Love Prize is then 
awarded at a special event held  at the University of Essex, Colchester Campus. Last 
year one of our sister schools, Saxmundham School, won the competition. 
 
In addition - and in response to last term’s student questionnaires, we will also be 
training groups of students to act as peer mentors. This will see students in Years 9 
- 11 supporting Year 7 tutor groups, running lunchtime drop in sessions and 
supporting our reading and literacy programmes. We will also have a School 
newspaper this year which will be run by the students. 
 
Curriculum 
 
Thank you to those parents and carers who completed the survey on curriculum 
awareness. In your feedback you said that you would welcome more information on 
the detail of what we teach and that you would also like an evening when we can 
talk you through the programme for each year group. As such, I am proposing the 
following: 
 
- At every Progress Evening there will be a presentation on the curriculum; 
- As part of Friday’s Family Bulletin I will be including a curriculum summary for each 
subject. On the very first page I will list the books and texts that are being studied in 
English and also local places of interest/exhibitions that relate directly to our 
curriculum. 
 
In addition, our recommended reading list can be found on our website under 
‘Learning with us’ and will be updated this half term. 
 
Homework 
 
We will continue with the same routines as last year. In Years 7-9, homework will 
only be set in English, Maths, Science and Modern Foreign Languages – 30 minutes 
for each piece in Years 7 and 8 and 45 minutes in Year 9.  
 
Your feedback on last year’s Extended Projects was that you liked and welcomed 
them, but that students needed more personalised feedback. I agree. This year 



 

projects for Years 7 and 8 will be set in English and Humanities and students will 
receive feedback via their respective teachers. 
 
In Years 10 and 11, we still set 1-2 hours a week of English, Maths and Science; and 
1 hour for all other subjects. Clearly this will increase as students prepare for 
assessments, mock and then final GCSE examinations. 
 
I also recognise that we need to make better use of ShowMyHomework and this is a 
priority for this year. 
 
Calendar and key dates 
 
A reminder that term dates can be found here: 
https://www.ixworthfreeschool.org.uk/life-school/term-dates/ and that the academic 
year finishes, for students, on Thursday 2 July 2020. 
 
Progress Evenings and Progress Check Point reports are also listed here: 
https://www.ixworthfreeschool.org.uk/important-dates/. Please note the Year 10 
Progress Evening on Thursday 10th October and the Year 7 Progress Evening and 
‘settling in’ information on Wednesday 16th October. These are earlier than in 
previous years and in response to your feedback. 
 
The Friends of Ixworth AGM is on 17th September and the GCSE Success Evening 
(Years 10 and 11) is on 19th September. More details to follow. 
 
Setting and Year 10 GCSE Options 
 
A reminder that we do not set immediately in Year 7 as we take time to get to know 
our students. In Years 8-11, setting is under constant review. 
 
Whilst we do not envisage students needing to change options in Year 10, if there 
are any queries or concerns, please contact Mrs Parker within the next week. 
 
Parents’ Forum and your feedback 
 
Thank you to the parents and carers who attended last year’s sessions. Your 
feedback is always greatly appreciated and I always welcome the opportunity to 
share plans and developments.  
 
The dates of this year’s sessions are listed on our website: 
(https://www.ixworthfreeschool.org.uk/important-dates/) and the first forum of the 
year is on 8th October. On the 8th, I will be sharing our plans for an Ixworth Youth 
Club and other community projects, as well as our preparations for this year’s 
OfSTED inspection. 
 



 

Finally, please may I ask you to complete the start of term survey. It will only take 5 
minutes and your feedback will continue to inform our planning and direction of 
travel. 
 
Have a fantastic term; and I look forward to continuing to work in partnership with 
you. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 

 

Mr M Barrow 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 


