
 

 

 

7 January 2020 

Dear Parents, 

New SEND centre at SET Ixworth School 

I am very pleased to inform you that SET Ixworth School has been selected as one of 
the first schools in Suffolk to receive new investment from Suffolk County Council to 
address SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disability) provision on a county-wide 
level. 

As you know, our vision is to meet the needs of each and every student and we 
recognise that, across the county and particularly in West Suffolk, there needs to be an 
increase in specialist education provision to meet the rising demand of students with 
special educational and disability needs (SEND). 

We are now able to create a bespoke SEND centre to provide education for up to 18 
new students with additional needs, particularly autism. I want to reassure you that this 
will not have a negative impact upon our existing students and the provision we offer 
them. We have received additional funding from Suffolk Council to set up and staff this 
new centre, and it will operate separately from our main school in a currently unused 
building, with its own entrance and outdoor space. However, it is very much our plan 
that students in the bespoke unit will be a part of our main school and will join in with 
activities where appropriate, providing a positive experience for all of our students. 

The new SEND centre brings an exciting opportunity to further enhance our current 
provision for all students with additional needs at Ixworth School, as well as supporting 
our staff with professional development opportunities. 

The SEND programme, unveiled by the Council in December, includes £45.1m to build 
three new special schools and create 36 specialist units attached to mainstream schools, 
creating around 870 extra places for students with additional needs. Ten schools have 
been selected to run specialist units so far, and we welcome the news that SET Ixworth 
School has been announced as one of the first, together with SET Causton Junior School 
in Felixstowe. 

Over the next few months, we will be working closely with the Council to refurbish and 
prepare the building, ready to start welcoming students from September 2020. Our new 
SENCO Mr Hale and I will continue to keep you up to date with our progress. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr M Barrow 

Chief Operating Officer - Education 


