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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

We are writing to let you know that your child has been selected to take part in The Scholars 

Programme, an academic programme run by The Brilliant Club, which aims to widen access for 

outstanding pupils in non-selective state schools to the United Kingdom’s most selective 

universities.  

 

 

What is The Scholars Programme? 
 

• It is a programme that places university researchers (PhD Tutors) in schools, to give pupils 

the experience of university style learning.  

• The PhD tutors teach university-style tutorials to groups of six pupils, based around supra-

curricular topics designed to stretch and challenge pupils.  

• Pupils also visit two leading universities on launch and graduation trips.  

• At the end of the programme pupils complete a final assignment of 1500-2000 words, 

which will be marked in university-style with pupils receiving a 1st, 2.1, 2.2 etc. 

• The date for the submission of your child’s Final Assignment is 1st April 2020. 

 

 

When will the programme begin? The Launch Trip 
 

The Scholars Programme begins with a Launch Trip to a partner university, for your child this trip will 

take place at the University of East Anglia on Wednesday 8th January. The Launch Trip is run in 

partnership with the host university and will involve: 

• a tour  

• a study skills session  

• the chance to meet and ask questions of current students  

• advice and guidance from the university 

• the first tutorial with the pupils’ PhD Tutor  

There will be no charge associated with this trip and lunch will be provided.  

 

Why has my child been selected to take part in the Scholars 

Programme? 
Your child’s teachers have identified them as having the potential to make a successful 

application to one of the most selective universities. Although university may not be for everyone, 

The Scholars Programme aims to give children an experience of university learning to help them 

make an informed decision.  

 

How can I ensure my child gets the most from The Scholars 

Programme?  
 

To ensure that your child is enrolled on The Scholars Programme and can take part in the 

upcoming Launch Trip we require you to complete the attached forms and return these to your 

child’s school as soon as possible. The attached form includes three parts: 1)Permission for your 

child to take part in The Scholars Programme, 2)Permission for your child to attend the Launch Trip, 

3) Permission for The Brilliant Club to process your child’s data to support us in evaluating the 

programme.  
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Once enrolled on The Scholars Programme we would encourage you to speak 

with your child about how they find the experience and remind them about completing any 

homework assignments. Further information about The Scholars Programme can also be found on 

our website: www.thebrilliantclub.org.  
 

 

We hope that your child has a fantastic learning experience with The Brilliant Club, and if you 

have any comments or would like to get in touch please email hello@thebrilliantclub.org. 

 

 
Best wishes,  

 

Susie Whigham  

National Programme Director, The Scholars Programme 
 

 

 

 

Please complete parts 1, 2 and 3 of the below forms and return these to your child’s school ASAP.  

Please write clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1) Parent/Carer Permission Slip for Launch Trip 

 (This section can be retained by the school for their trip planning records as necessary) 

 

 

 

 

Pupil name  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Emergency contact: ____________________________ Phone: _____________________ 

Medical conditions: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary 

requirements: 
______________________________________________________________________ 

I give permission for my child to take part in the Scholars Programme Launch Event as outlined in 

the letter above. 

Signature:  ____________________________ 
Date of 

signature: 
_____________________ 
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If you require a larger version of this form, please contact us at schools@thebrilliantclub.org.  

Please write clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

2) Parent/Carer Registration Form  

(To be returned to The Brilliant Club staff) 

Please complete the below so we can confirm your child’s participation in The Scholars 

Programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

School: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Your name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Postcode:          

Parent education: The following question asks about parents' level of education from the point of view 

of the child who will be participating in The Scholars Programme. (This includes natural parents, adoptive 

parents, stepparents or guardians who have brought up the child). 

 

Have any of the child’s parents (as defined above) completed an undergraduate degree in 

the UK? 

Yes  No  Don’t know  

I give permission for my child to take part in the Scholars Programme as outlined in the letter 

above. 

Signature: ____________________________ Date of signature: _____________________ 

mailto:schools@thebrilliantclub.org
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As parent and/or guardian please tick the box if you explicitly consent to the sharing of your child’s 

 personal data as outlined above. 

Please tick the box if you consent to The Brilliant Club using images and sound recordings of your child for our 

promotional materials.  

The Brilliant Club likes to celebrate the achievements of our pupils and we ask for permission to use images and 

sound recordings of pupils for our promotional materials and awards ceremonies. 

As parent and/or guardian please tick the box if you explicitly consent to the processing of your child’s   

special categories of personal data as outlined above. 

 

3) The Brilliant Club Data Processing Consent 

Form 
(To be returned to The Brilliant Club staff) 

The Scholars Programme is run by The Brilliant Club, a charity registered with the Charities Commission in England and 

Wales under registration number 1147771 and in Scotland under number SC048774, at 17th Floor Millbank Tower, 21-24 

Millbank, London, SW1P 4QP. 

For the purposes of registering pupils, administering all aspects of The Scholars Programme and for monitoring, evaluating, 

and researching the effectiveness of its programmes, The Brilliant Club will request from schools, independently collect 

and process the following types of personal data about your child: name, DfE Unique Pupil Number, school name, date 

of birth, home postcode, gender, parental history of higher education, prior attainment, eligibility status for Pupil Premium 

and eligibility status for free school meals. This data will be requested and processed by The Brilliant Club on the legal basis 

of the charity’s legitimate interest to deliver the work of The Scholars Programme. Additionally, with your consent, The 

Brilliant Club may process these special categories of personal data about your child: ethnicity, disability. 

Furthermore and with your consent, for the purposes of monitoring, evaluating and researching the effectiveness of its 

outreach work, this personal data may be shared with the following types of organisations: The Brilliant Club’s partner 

universities, charities and research grant funding bodies that support The Brilliant Club’s work, Higher Education Funding 

Council for England (HEFCE), Department for Education (DfE), Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA), University and 

Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS), Higher Education Access Tracker (HEAT) service subscribers, Office for Students, and 

Connexions and the National Data Service (SFA). In addition, to support future pupil applications to university or college, 

The Brilliant Club may share data with University and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) in order to verify pupil 

attendance on one of our programmes. As part of The Scholars Programme, The Brilliant Club also processes your child’s 

responses to self-report assessments and your child’s attainment in the programme. This data may be used for The Brilliant 

Club’s research projects that evaluate the effectiveness of our programme. Outcomes from the research projects may 

be published externally or on our charity’s website (this would be non-identifiable data) and also shared with the above-

named partners as identifiable data. Special categories of personal data may be shared with the following types of 

organisations: The Brilliant Club’s partner universities, and charities and research grant funding bodies that support The 

Brilliant Club’s work. 

As part of The Scholars Programme, The Brilliant Club utilizes a VLE (virtual learning environment) which is hosted and 

managed through a separate website – The Brightside Trust. For information on how The Brightside Trust process data, 

please refer to their Privacy Statement here: https://brightsidementoring.org/privacy     

In all cases, The Brilliant Club will process and share personal data and special categories of personal data about your 

child in accordance with the EU General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679. The Brilliant Club may transfer the 

information you provide to us to countries outside the European Economic Area (‘EEA’) for the purposes of administering, 

monitoring, evaluating, and researching the effectiveness of its programme. We will take steps to ensure adequate 

protections are in place to ensure the security of your information and where applicable, seek your express consent to 

do so. The EEA comprises the EU member states plus Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. The Brilliant Club will process 

personal data and special categories of personal data about your child for so long as required to determine the effect 

of our outreach activity on the educational attainment and progression of our outreach participants from compulsory to 

post compulsory education and into employment, or for so long as required to do so by law.  

Under the EU General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679, you have the right to be informed about the types of personal 

data being processed about your child. You also have the right to access, correct and remove the data at any point in 

time. If you have any concerns about or would like to exercise your rights in relation to the processing of personal data 

and special categories of personal data, that we conduct about you, please contact The Brilliant Club’s Data Protection 

Officer, Ciara Lynch,  in writing at The Brilliant Club, 17th Floor Millbank Tower, 21-24 Millbank, London, SW1P 4QP, or email 

data@thebrilliantclub.org. 

For more information on how The Brilliant Club processes the data it collects, please visit: 

https://thebrilliantclub.org/privacy-policy/  
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