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Welcome 

Dear Student and Parent/Carer 

I am very pleased to present to you our Key Stage 4 curriculum booklet for the academic year 2020. 

Please keep this booklet in a safe place as you will need to refer to it in the coming months. 

I am fully committed to ensuring that all students have equality of opportunity and access to the 

curriculum. However, this does not mean that all students will follow the same number of subjects to the 

same examination level. Students will be guided to select a combination of subjects that are best suited 

to them as individuals. Senior staff and Form Tutors will therefore be available to help students make the 

best choices. 

The following pages give general information about the Key Stage 4 Curriculum and outline the content 

of the courses on offer as well as providing information on ‘How to Make Your Choice’. We will make 

every effort to accommodate students' and parents' wishes, although we cannot always guarantee to 

meet first choices. The final selection of subjects remains SET Ixworth School’s responsibility. 

This booklet should be read in conjunction with each student’s reports, and final choices should consider 

the advice given by teaching staff. Partnership is the key to our students’ achievements and we hope 

that parents/carers will take the opportunity to discuss option choices with their child. 

Finally, after tonight’s presentation there will be one other planned event to aid you in your 

deliberations: 

Tuesday 11th February  (4pm onwards): careers conversations – parents and students – with a member 

of the Leadership Team.  Parent/carers unable to attend can arrange alternative appointments. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mrs P Parker  

Head of School 

2 



 

 

Core curriculum 
All students, irrespective of pathway, will follow the same core curriculum. The details of which are summarised 

below:  

 Qualification/Curriculum Content Awarding Body 

English 
   

  
English GCSE; 
English Literature GCSE. 
  

 Edexcel 

Mathematics 

  
Mathematics GCSE; 
Statistics GCSE. 
 

 Edexcel 

Science 

  
Two Science GCSE qualifications; 
Triple Science is an option in Year 11 (subject to progress). 
  

AQA 

Physical 
Education 

  
Core PE which is non-examined and focused on healthy lifestyle and 
exercise. 
  

N/A 

PSHE 
(Personal 
Development 
and Philosophy & 
Ethics) 

  

This is a non-examined subject and covers statutory curriculum con-
tent: sex and relationships, drug education, careers education and 
preparation for work/further education etc. It also covers religious 
education and British Values in the 21st century. 

 

N/A 
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The new style GCSE’s 
GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary 

Education.  It is the official certificate for all 16-year-old 

pupils in England and Wales.  The majority of the new 

GCSEs are assessed 100% through examination at the end 

of Year 11. There are however a minority of GCSEs which 

have some form of controlled assessments which take 

place over the two-year course and make up a percentage 

of the final grade.  These assessments take place in 

lessons with teacher supervision and often involve some 

element of being completed under exam conditions.   

  

The main differences are that the new GCSEs are 

designed to be more rigorous in content with more 

emphasis on end of course examinations and they are 

also graded 9-1 rather than A*-G.  Below is a diagram 

that shows how the numbers equate to the A*- G 

grading system on the traditional ‘old style’ GCSEs.   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do these changes to the new GCSE’s mean to 

students and their options? 

  

The recently reformed GCSEs are more 
examination centred than ever before, with an 
increased emphasis on the final examination 
at the end of Year 11.  There are less subjects 
with continual assessment or controlled 
assessments.  

Be aware that GCSE subjects that have 
traditionally been very practically orientated 
(e.g. Drama and PE) have had an increase in 
importance towards the written examination. 
Make sure you check exactly how each GCSE 
you are interested in is assessed.  

Most of the ‘new’ GCSEs have three examinations 
at the end of Year 11; think about how many 
final examinations you will have when making 
your choices.  

The ‘new’ GCSEs are going to be harder than the 
old GCSEs, especially the core subjects.  
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Links to University and careers 
All students will take four options choices from the range of subjects on offer  

Subject Career/Educational Progression 

English English forms a suitable basis for a wide variety of university courses and can lead to careers 
in advertising, law, personnel, publishing, marketing, teaching, administration, politics, 
journalism, and the media, for example. 

 

Maths Mathematics is a key subject for the majority of careers and a grade 5 pass in mathematics is 
a pre-requisite for many colleges and universities. Students could go on to study Maths at A 
Level or university or use their subject knowledge to complement a wide range of other areas 
of study or employment; for example, science, computing, geography, law, technology, 
education and physiotherapy. 
 

Science Studying any of the courses offered in Science provides numerous career and further 
education opportunities including BTEC, NVQs and A levels. Students can go on to study 
medicine, pharmacy, physiotherapy, education, forensic science, engineering, veterinary care, 
astronomy and many other Science based courses at University. It will also complement 
careers in law, technology, computing and journalism. 
  

History History links well with most subjects.  It provides a good foundation for further study at 
Advanced Level.  The study of History can also lead to careers in banking, law, retailing, 
accountancy, journalism, advertising, the Civil Service, politics, computing, teaching, 
administration and personnel work.  GCSE History shows that you have good written, oral and 
analytical skills, which are all things ALL employers want to see. 
 

Ancient 
History 

Ancient History like History links to many subjects very well.  The skills developed enable 
students to access many further and advanced levels of study.  This course is viewed highly by 
many leading Universities. 
 

Geography Geography is very flexible and uses skills from many other subjects to help you to understand 
the world around you.  It provides you with the ability to see a balanced point of view about 
current issues.  People with a qualification in geography can be found in a wide variety of jobs 
including accountancy, banking, travel and tourism, environmental planning, retailing, estate 
agency, archaeology, environmental science and many more.  It is useful in other jobs, such as 
administration and personnel work as employers value the flexibility of thought and decision-
making skills that Geography provides you with.  As well as preparing you for future jobs and 
education, Geography enables you to understand the issues of a complex world. 
 

Public Services The Public services course enables students to move onto further and higher education in the 
many areas of public services.  The skills developed will also be useful for a multitude of other 
subject areas.  
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Subject Career/Educational Progression   

Languages Language skills are a useful addition to a curriculum vitae considering that many major 
companies offering employment in the UK have links with Europe and French or German is 
widely used in travel and tourism.  A GCSE can be the foundation for further study in 
French or German at a higher level. Language skills can lead to careers in interpreting, 
translating, civil service, secretarial services, sales, marketing, engineering, accounting, 
insurance, banking, tourism, broadcasting, journalism, library work, airline services etc. It is 
often the case that universities, particularly Russell Group universities, will require a 
language at GCSE (regardless of the degree itself). 
  

  

  

Sport Possible career routes are endless; sport is one of the fastest growing industries in the 
current world and shows no signs of declining in future years.  Current job opportunities 
include teaching, development officers, physiotherapy, the armed forces, coaching and 
sports administration and management. 
 

  

Art / 
Photography 
  

This course offers natural progression to Advanced Level in Art which are recognised for 
entry to a variety of degree courses.  It equips pupils with a portfolio of work to fulfil the 
requirements for entry to university courses.  The folder of work and sketchbooks 
produced can be helpful in gaining employment or further study in the areas of 
commercial/graphics studios, publishing, theatre and stage design, architecture, product 
design, applied design, manufacturing, fashion industry, textiles, computer technology in 
industry/film/video links, and television. 
 

  

Drama Many employers recognise the communicative and interpersonal skills that pupils acquire 
on a drama course.  Primarily this course aims to use drama to give you the confidence to 
conduct yourself with empathy and maturity in the world in which you live. It does this by 
teaching you how to make meaning of the world through drama.  You will be able to use 
drama skills in different aspects of your life – both personally and professionally. 
  

  

Music Music is a good choice for those who play an instrument or take singing lessons as it fits 
well with any combination of subjects and provides a course involving practical and 
analytical skills. Music is also highly regarded as an academic qualification for entry to 
other University courses.  A qualification in this subject is a great asset for anyone 
contemplating a career in music or teaching.  Careers in music include performing, 
teaching, composing, music therapy and the recording industry. 
 

  

Computer 
Science 

GCSE Computer Science helps you think about how technology is created. You will develop 
skills that colleges, universities and employers are looking for – and they’ll prove valuable 
for the rest of your life. GCSE Computer Science goes really well with lots of other subjects, 
especially the sciences, fashion, textiles, music, maths and art and design. 
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What if options are over or undersubscribed? 

As options are ranked in priority by each student the School will review this and may make a decision based on this 

information.  

If the School is unable to run a subject that a student has chosen their next ranked choice will be upgraded in priority.  

Random selection for an oversubscribed course is a last resort.  

Reserve choices are often important as subjects can be over or undersubscribed.  

DO DO NOT 

Choose courses in which you are likely to achieve 
success. 

  
Choose subjects just because your friends are choosing 
them. 
 

Choose courses you are interested in and which you are 
likely to enjoy. 

  
Choose a subject just because you get on well with your 
teacher. You might well have a different teacher at KS4. 
 

Think about the variety within your curriculum as you 
select your subjects and try to arrive at a balance which 
matches your talents. 
 

Do not choose a subject because you think it will be 
easy.  All subjects have equally difficult elements and 
require full commitment. 

Remember that all courses are of an equal standard and 
value. 
 

 

Choose courses that fit with your future needs. 
 

 

Look carefully at the balance of subjects being 
considered.  It is important to take into account the 
workload that subject choices will entail.  Some subjects 
will require more reading and writing than others, 
whereas some subjects offer a practical element, e.g. 
Art, Drama and Music. 
 

 

Pay attention to the method of assessment and choose 
a subject where you know you can obtain a high 
percentage of marks. 
 

 

Talk to your parents/carers, your teachers and careers 
staff.  Although they will not want to make the decision 
for you, they will each have an important perspective. 
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Further information 
8 

The options process is an exciting and sometimes daunting time for many students.  We aim to make this as smooth 

and enjoyable as possible.  In order to make sure students receive the best possible support there are many 

avenues of contact available to you. 

 

Head of School 

Mrs Parker 

 

Head of Year 9 & 10 

Mr Jackson 

 

SENCO 

Mr Hale 

 

Subject contacts 

English - Mrs Stroud 

Maths - Mr Beales 

Science - Mr Budden 

Art & Design, Photography - Mr Rearden 

Drama - Mrs Hale 

MFL - Mrs Ramsey/Mrs Kelly 

Geography - Mr Woolven 

History, Ancient History - Mr Jackson 

Music - Mr Spurin 

Btec Sport - Mr Mannington 

3D Design - Mr Langford 

Public Services - Mrs Cahillane 

Computer Science - Mr Barrow 

 

 



 

 

ART & DESIGN  
What will I learn? 

The course we have chosen for you is the Eduqas Board 

Specification and we believe it offers a sound structure 

for you to follow, with the flexibility to explore your 

own ideas as you gain confidence and understanding. 

You will be required to keep a Work Journal which will 

form a substantial part of your coursework. Within this 

work journal you will be expected to produce work in 

school, at home and on visits. It is a mandatory 

requirement of the course and must be looked after and 

treasured.  

 

GCSE Art and Design is all about developing visual ideas 

and for those that enjoy making practical pieces of 

artwork. The main areas are drawing and painting, mixed

-media, printmaking and sculpture. 

 

An enquiring mind and a willingness to learn new 

techniques are essential. You will learn about significant 

artists and designers from the past and about 

contemporary artists. The skills you learn will be varied: 

Among them will be a working knowledge of the 

materials, practices and technology of art and design, the 

skills to analyse and experiment and how best to move 

your ideas forward. 

 

Thinking skills will be developed alongside the practical 

activities to encourage creative thinking. Students 

become aware of art theory and wider cultural 

influences. Students keep a work journal, to explore 

themes and develop personal responses for projects.  

The subject is studied as a way of both recording and 

communicating ideas. The course is structured to allow 

students with contrasting skills to access the same level 

of success; diversity and creative individuality is 

encouraged. 

  

The Art Department aims to build artistic confidence by 

teaching students how to research artists and ideas, 

develop drawing skills, experiment with materials to 

identify their strengths, practise working on outcomes in 

2D and 3D, and to learn presentation techniques.  

 

All work is internally assessed and externally moderated. 

Candidates are invited to view their work in an end of 

year Summer exhibition. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

 

Component 1: The Personal Portfolio is worth 60% 

Component 2 : Externally Set Assignment is worth 40% 

Most students have heard the daunting rumours of 10 

hour exams in Art…this is true, but must be understood 

in the correct context! Externally Set Assignment papers 

containing themes and a variety of starting points are 

issued in January of Year 11. Candidates then interpret 

their chosen theme in a project which addresses the 

Assessment Objectives. They have the whole Spring term 

to develop their ideas and produce a plan for a final 

piece of their choice. The 10 hour assessment is used to 

complete their outcome across two days…the candidates 

are entirely in control of their work at this point and have 

access to all preparatory work. The whole project 

accounts for 40% of the GCSE. 

 

The Four Assessment Objectives : 

 

Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating 

critical understanding of sources 

Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 

experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 

techniques and processes 

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 

intentions as work progresses 

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 

intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual 
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language 

 

What are the entry 

requirements? 

 

The main 

requirement is that 

you enjoy having 

visual ideas and a 

desire to learn 

practical skills. If you 

are interested in art 

or design and you 

have an aptitude for 

the subject if you are creative or ''good at drawing'' you 

may have the basic skills to succeed. It is also necessary 

to be interested in the meaning behind practical work. 

 

Homework: 

 

You will be expected to do a minimum of an hour a week. 

However it is fully expected that those wishing to attain 

the higher grades will put in considerably more time than 

this. It must be understood that homework will build up a 

considerable amount of your work journal and without 

this work journal you will not achieve the level expected. 

 

Work Journal: 

 

What is a Work Journal?  

 

You may know this better as a 'sketchbook', but to get 

away from the idea that it has to be filled with sketches 

or even has to be a book, we now call it a work journal. It 

is really a visual diary recording your journey through 

GCSE Art. It is your passport to success, and should be 

'treasured', 'loved', 'enjoyed' and filled with visually 

exciting and stimulating images. You must ensure your 

work journal makes sense and shows progression. It must 

also meet all the Assessment Objectives for each piece of 

coursework, and should be done to the best of your 

ability.   

 

Materials: 

 

You will need to equip yourself with certain materials to 

ensure you are able to complete homework and research  

Tasks:  Pencils (HB, 2B, 4B), rubber, sharpener, colouring 

pencils, scissors, pritt-stick, ruler, paints and brushes  

 

Is there anything else I need to know? 

 

It is not just about being "good" at drawing or painting it 

is about having an interest in all things visual and wanting 

to learn more. 

 

Future opportunities 

 

Art & Design GCSE can lead to an AS or A level in Art & 

Design or a BTEC Level or equivalent. There are a vast 

number of courses at university under the umbrella of Art 

& Design. Some possible careers in Art and Design are: 

Advertising designer, Animator, Art therapist, Ceramicist, 

Corporate identity designer, Editorial illustrator, 

Electronic image designer, Exhibition designer, Fashion 

illustrator, Fashion stylist, Film director/producer, maker, 

Fine art conservator, Furniture designer, Gallery 

administrator, Illustrator, Image animator, Industrial 

designer, Interior designer, Landscape designer, Lettering 

artist, Magazine designer, Model maker, Photographer, 

Printmaker, Publicity designer, Sculptor, Silversmith/

jeweller, Teacher, Technical illustrator, Theatre designer 

and Typographer. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY  
Photography is a highly popular subject and is now 
being offered to you at GCSE. Photography is used in 
a variety of different professions where good visual 
communication is vital. Newspapers, magazines, 
film, television, books and the internet use 
photography as do industries such as fashion, 
business, medicine and research. There is much 
more to photography than simply pointing a camera 
and pressing a button. Photography has the 
potential to enable you to make a personal response 
to your own individual experiences, environment 
and culture.  
 
On a wider theme, the subject will enhance your 
understanding and provide a practical experience of 
the role, purpose and function of photography in 
society. This course will help you gain a good 
understanding of the knowledge and skills required to 
create eye-catching photographs. You will be 

encouraged to 
analyse and gain 
awareness from a 
variety of 
photographic genres 
including: 
documentary, street, 
panoramic, landscape, 

photojournalism, advertising, photo fiction and 
fashion.  
 
You will study the works of famous photographers, and 
gain inspiration from the way in which they work. You 
will also learn how to present your work creatively 
through the use of a sketchbook/journal/digital 
portfolio. It is important that you have good literacy 
skills in order to tackle the depth of analysis required in 
this subject. 

 
During the course you will learn how to operate a 
digital camera; use composition, aperture and shutter 
speeds; you will also develop your ICT skills using 
Photoshop software. Photography allows you to 

become aware of new digital advancements offered 
through mobile and tablet apps. Once you have 
learned the basics, you will work in an experimental 
and creative manner producing your own distinctive 
images.  It also allows for art skills and materials to be 
used alongside photography to produce mixed media 
pieces. Skills developed on this course, such as 
research, negotiation, problem solving and teamwork 
can help with some of the other subjects you choose 
and are extremely important qualities in all careers. 

 
The Eduqas GCSE in Photography is made up of two 
units: 

 
Component 1 – Personal Portfolio of Work (independent 
project work tailored to each student’s personal 
interests) 
This is worth 60% of the final GCSE mark 

 
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (Exam) 
This will be set by the exam board in January of Year 
11, and will involve a variety of themes and starting 
points to choose from. Students have until the day 
of the exam to prepare a portfolio and 10 hours (two 
school days) of exam time. This will be after Easter in 
Year 11. 
This is worth 40% of the final GCSE mark 

Photo Journalism 
Forensic Photography 
Wildlife Photography 
Portrait and Wedding Photog-
raphy 
Nature Photography 
Travel Photography 
Commercial Photography 
  

Fine Art 
Architectural Photographer 
Researcher 
Curator 
Teacher 
Editorial Photographer 
Digital Artist 
  

Aerial Photography 
Medical Photography 
Sports Photography 
Film Making 
Animation 
Special Effects 
  

Example Courses and Careers in Photography 
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DRAMA 
General information 

GCSE Drama will equip you with a wide range of 

transferable skills, many of which will prepare you for 

the outside world. Drama students develop a huge range 

of interpersonal skills and are widely acknowledged as 

being excellent communicators. Lessons will provide you 

with a forum to develop your leadership skills and you 

will gain an understanding of how to work effectively 

with others. Drama will allow you to improve your self-

confidence whilst developing your own creativity. You 

will be given the opportunity to develop an 

understanding of a range of performance styles and 

hopefully a lasting enjoyment and appreciation of 

theatre. 

 

Curriculum content 

Component 01/02 

Devising Drama 

Students will create their own devised performance based 

on a chosen stimulus from the exam board stimulus 

paper. In addition to the performance, students will be 

marked on an accompanying portfolio with evidence of 

the process and decisions made whilst creating and 

developing their performance. 

 

Component 03/04 

Presenting and Performing Text 

Students will take part in a showcase, demonstrating their 

chosen skills in a live performance. Students will perform 

in or design for two 

performances from one 

text. Students will be 

required to produce an 

accompanying document, 

which outlines their 

intentions for and approach 

to the performance 

showcase. 

 

 

Component 05 

Drama Performance and Response  

This component requires students to study text and 

performance.  

For Section A, students study one performance text in 

detail from a set list given by the exam board. This section 

of the paper will contain questions which require short 

and medium length answers. It assesses students’ 

knowledge and understanding of how drama is developed 

and performed. In Section B, students will be required to 

analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance they 

have seen using accurate subject-specific terminology.  

 

BREAKDOWN OF MARKS  

Devising Drama - Controlled assessment worth 30% of the 

total GCSE grade. 

Presenting and Performing Plays and Texts - Examination 

worth 30% of the total GCSE 

Drama Performance and Response  - Examination 

worth 40% of the total GCSE 

 

Opportunities for Field Work and Trips:  

There will be a number of trips over the two-year course, 

which will provide you with the opportunity to experience 

first-rate professional theatre. 
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MFL - FRENCH & GERMAN 
General information 
 
The key to success in Modern Languages is regular 
learning of manageable amounts of grammar and 
vocabulary.  We have recently invested in a new course 
that is supported by Kerboodle, an online package that 
offers a range of support materials, as well as a digital 
version of the course books which we follow.  Practise 
in all four skills using topic specific material will hence 
be at the heart of every good language lesson.  Lessons 
are varied and enjoyable, using a wide variety of 
resources and materials, with increasing emphasis on 
examination techniques as the course progresses.   
 
Linguists are highly valued in the working world and 
having a language will open many doors.  There are 
many opportunities to study abroad as part of your 
degree course and career opportunities are diverse, 
ranging from the legal and diplomatic worlds to  

Curriculum content 

commerce, journalism and interpreting.  Scientists, 
engineers and doctors are also all known to benefit from 
having a language, if not two, hence by continuing with 
languages, a bright future awaits.   
 
 
Curriculum content 
 
The topics you will study are: 
 
Family, friendships, technology, leisure and customs; 
Home town, social and global issues, travel and tourism; 
School, future plans, jobs. 
Breakdown of marks 
 
The course is linear which means that all exams will be 
sat at the end of the two year course.  All languages have 
a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and Higher Tier (grades 4-
9), and all pupils must take all four skills, which are 
equally weighted, at the same tier. 
 
 

Paper Length Tasks 

1 Listening 
35 minutes (F) 
45 minutes (H) 

Questions to be answered non-verbally, in English and in the target 
language. 

2 Speaking 
7-9 minutes (F) 
10-12 minutes (H) 

A role-play, a photo card, and a general conversation. 

3 Reading 
45 minutes (F) 
60 minutes (H) 

Questions to be answered non-verbally, in English and in the target 
language, plus a translation into English. 

4 Writing 
60 minutes (F) 
75 minutes (H) 

Structured and open-ended writing tasks, plus a translation into the 
target language. 

13 



 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
General Information 

Geography is often quoted as the most sought-after 

qualification as it promotes flexibility, common sense 

and many other skills such as thinking problems through, 

handling complex issues and applying theory to 

examples from the real world. You will also learn how to 

read and draw maps, record and analyse fieldwork data 

and ask questions. 

 

Curriculum content 

Students study the theory and reality of current and 

topical geographical issues, including aspects of physical 

geography such as rivers, coasts, weather and ecosystems 

and aspects of human geography such as urban and rural 

geography and industry and development in different 

parts of the world. 

The course is divided into three parts: 

Theme 1:  Changing Places – Changing Economies. 

Theme 2:  Changing Environments. 

Theme 3:  Environmental Challenges.  

 

Breakdown of marks 

Component 1 – Investigating Geographical Issues – 40%  

Part A will assess aspects of Theme 1: Changing Places – 

Changing Economies. 

Part B will assess aspects of Theme 2: Changing 

Environments. 

Question 3 will assess aspects of Theme 3: Environmental 

Challenges.  

 

Component 2 – Problem solving Geography – 30%  

Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical 

context. 

Part B will outline a number of possible solutions to the 

issue. 

Part C will provide an opportunity for students to choose 

a solution and justify their choice through writing a 

written report. 

Component 3 - Applied Fieldwork Enquiry– 30%  

Students will be given the opportunity to take part in two 

fieldtrips to collect data in two different locations, an 

urban area and a rural area.  The fieldwork they 

completed, along with their data handling skills, will be 

accessed in a written exam.  
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HISTORY 
General information 
 
The skills learned in the study of History are 
transferable to later life beyond GCSEs and will enable 
you to grow as a person. You will learn to make 
judgements and form arguments, support your views 
clearly and in a structured way. 
You will be able to differentiate between strong and 
weak sources of evidence, make inferences and be able 
to develop empathy.  
Students who obtain a qualification in History are highly 
valued in the job market. The skills which are practised 
are transferable to a wide range of careers such as 
lawyers, journalists, the media, marketing and 
management. 
 
Qualification aims and objectives  
 
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable 
students to:  
 develop and extend their knowledge and 

understanding of specified key events, periods and 
societies in local, British, and wider world history; 
and of the wide diversity of human experience . 

 engage in historical enquiry to develop as 
independent learners and as critical and reflective 
thinkers.  

 develop the ability to ask relevant questions about 
the past, to investigate issues critically and to 
make valid historical claims by using a range of 
sources in their historical context. 

 develop an awareness of why people, events and 
developments have been accorded historical 
significance and how and why different 
interpretations have been constructed about 
them . 

 organise and communicate their historical 
knowledge and understanding in different ways 
and reach substantiated conclusions. 

 
Curriculum content and assessment 
 
Paper 1 - Thematic study and Historic environment 
 
Medicine in Britain, 1250 - present & the British Sector 
of the Western Front. 
 
The History of Medicine explores some of the most 
important questions in the whole of history.  Today we 

live far longer than our ancestors did.  We are healthier 
and have more chance of surviving major illnesses.  So 
why has medicine - and our health - changed so much 
over the centuries?  Why do we live, on average, so 
much longer?  This unit poses and answers many of 
these change and continuity questions.  In addition, 
discover how individual strokes of brilliance, hard work 
and an element of luck have all shaped our lives today. 
 
In the Historic environment we build on our KS3 study of 
WWI.  Students will be exposed to numerous sources as 
they discover how medicine developed in this war to end 
all wars. 
 
Paper 2 - Period 
study and British 
depth study 
 
Henry VIII and his 
ministers, 1509-
1540 
 
Henry VIII was one 
of the most famous 
monarchs in British 
history.  This portrait 
shows Henry as a 45 year old man, portrayed as a great 
king, a king whom no one would dare to challenge.  We 
will explore this perception while looking at the men 
around him and choices he made. 
 
The Cold War, 1941 -1991 
 
From the end of WWII until the early 1990’s tensions 
between the USA and USSR ebbed and flowed.  In this 
unit we pick up the narrative as WWII closes, a series of 
treaties followed by the spitting of Germany and Berlin.  
The unit will study how the relationship between these 
two superpowers almost led to nuclear annihilation 
before the eventual collapse of the USSR entirely. 
 
Paper 3 - Modern depth study 
 
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 
 
Again expanding on KS3 history we look in depth at how 
Germany reacted to the conclusion of WWI.  As students 
study the unit they will be exposed to numerous sources 
of evidence to show how Germany recovered before 
economic disaster took hold and Hitler came to the fore.  
The unit concludes looking at Nazi Germany and the 
police state, ending just as WWII begins. 
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MUSIC 
General information 

Musicians tend to be busy people who are well 

organised in their lives. Many musicians continue to play 

and sing throughout their lives, whether professionally 

or in amateur groups.  

 

Curriculum content 

Unit I: Performing  

Comprising two parts: 

The performance of one solo piece that is assessed and 

recorded internally (candidates should be approximately 

Grade 5 Associated Board standard at time of recording). 

The performance of one other piece during the course, 

which will be an ensemble for at least two players. The 

students must play an undoubled part. This is recorded 

internally. Total performance time must be at least four 

minutes. 

Unit 2: Composition 

This unit comprises of two compositions with a combined 

duration of at least three minutes. 

One composition to a brief set by Edexcel 

One composition of the candidate's own choice 

Unit 3: Listening and Appraising 

The candidate will study the following set music including: 

Instrumental Music 1700-1820, Vocal Music, Music for 

Stage and Screen and Fusions. 

Pupils will be expected to be able to appraise unfamiliar 

music that has similar stylistic characteristics to the set 

works.  

 

Breakdown of marks 

Controlled Assessment 

The controlled assessment comprises two sections: 

Performance - this will be completed in either concerts or 

class, normally at some time during Year 11. (30% of 

GCSE) 

Composing - this will be on going in lessons using Sibelius 

and Logic Pro X. (30% of GCSE) 

 Unit 3: Examination 

Trinity term of Year 11; 1 hour and 30 minutes (40% of 

GCSE) 

Section A 

Questions on extracts from the set works 

A melodic or rhythmic dictation question 

A question on an unfamiliar piece (related to a set work) 

Section B 

A comparison essay between an unfamiliar piece and one 

of the set works. 
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BTEC SPORT 
PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 1/ LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN 
SPORT  
 
Curriculum content 
 
In terms of industries, sport now ranks amongst the top 
15 job opportunities in the economy. It provides 
£20billion to the UK economy each year with a 
reported 500,000 jobs. This course provides an 
engaging and relevant introduction to the world of 
sport. A BTEC in this subject will give learners the skills 
and confidence they need to progress into a fulfilling, 
exciting career. 
 
The sport and fitness industry is always moving and 
changing, making it essential for learners to have the 
drive and resilience to adapt. The course incorporates 
important aspects of the industry, such as fitness testing 
and training for sport and exercise, practical sports 
performance and sports leadership. It enables you to 
develop and apply your knowledge, while also 
developing a range of relevant practical, communication 
and technical skills. The qualification is the same size and 
level as a GCSE, is aimed at everyone who wants to find 
out more about the sport industry. You will study three 
units, covering the knowledge and skills required for the 
sports sector: 
 
Fitness for sport and exercise  
Practical performance in sport  
Applying the principles of personal training. 
 
In addition, you will build on the knowledge gained in 
the above units while studying:  
 
Leading sports activities (This unit may also lead to an 
additional qualification as a sports leader) 
 
 
 

 
What can I do with this subject when I leave school?  
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
You will carry out practical tasks and written 
assignments throughout the course. Your teacher will 
mark these internally, and so you will receive feedback 
as to how you are getting on. For the assessment for 
Unit 3 Applying the Principles of Personal Training, you 
will be able to draw on the knowledge, skills and 
understanding you have developed in the qualification 
as a whole. The assessment for Unit 1: Fitness for Sport 
and Exercise is an onscreen exam which is marked by 
Pearson. 

Sports Centres Leisure Centres Outdoor Activities Centres 

Armed Forces Sports and Leisure Industry Higher and Further Education 

PE teaching Physiotherapy Sports Science 

Sport Psychology Sports Analysts  
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3D DESIGN 
Curriculum content 

 

Three-dimensional design is defined here as the design, 

prototyping and modelling or making of primarily 

functional and aesthetic products, objects, and 

environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and 

practical skills. 

 

The NCFE Level 1 and Level 2 Certificates in Craft are 

designed to provide pupils with the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of craft as the act of designing and making 

an object by hand that follows a process and has a 

function or a decorative purpose. 

  

What will you need to do for this qualification? 

 

Research designers, ideas and sources of inspiration to 

help them develop their own Design and Making. 

Explore a range of media and materials. 

Respond to a brief. 

 

There are two main parts to the qualification: coursework 

and an external examination. 

 

Coursework makes up 60% of the final grade, and begins 

on the first day of the course – students build up a 

portfolio of work demonstrating their ability to 

understand Design, and apply that understanding 

creatively in a range of contexts at a range of scales. It will 

include one or more of architectural design, sculpture, 

ceramics, product design, jewellery and body adornment, 

interior design, environmental/landscape/garden design, 

exhibition design, 3D digital design, designs for theatre, 

film and television. 

 

The exam section makes up 40% of the final grade, and 

will take ten hours of workshop time, with preparation 

beforehand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does it take you? 

 

Using the skills developed in this course, students can go 

on to most Design-oriented oriented courses and careers; 

Product Design, Engineering, commercial Crafting and 

sculptural Arts. The final destination will be heavily 

influenced by individual student choices during the 

course. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES 
PEARSON BTEC LEVEL 1/ LEVEL 2 FIRST AWARD IN 
PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
Curriculum content 
 
The rationale for all qualifications in the BTEC First suite 
in Public Services is to inspire and enthuse learners to 
consider a career in the public service sector.  The 
course gives learners the opportunity to gain a broad 
knowledge and understanding of, and develop skills in, 
the public service sector which are transferrable to 
many careers.  This course will support progression into 
a more specialised Level 3 vocational or academic 
course that can be continued at college or as an 
apprenticeship thus giving learners the potential 
opportunity, in due course, to enter employment 
within a wide range of junior job roles across the public 
service sector, for example entry level jobs within the 
armed services or non-uniformed services. 
 
The course provides opportunities for the development 
of transferable skills related to study and vocational 
application that provide a platform for success both 
within the public services and elsewhere. 
 
The specific aims of the Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 
First Award in Public Services are to enable learners to 
develop a broad and comprehensive understanding of 

the public service sector 
and to provide relevant 
and appropriate public 
services content for 
14−16 year olds. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The core units within this 

qualification ensure that all learners will develop a 
knowledge that underpins learning in other units in the 
qualification (Unit 1: 
The Role and Work of the Public Services) and practical 
and vocational skills (Unit 2: Working Skills in the Public 
Service Sector). 
 
These units will be cemented with a further two units 
which shall be decided upon once the class has been 
created in order to best suit the skills and interest of the 
class.  These units include employment, health, fitness 
and lifestyle or community protection. 
 
The course includes one externally assessed unit. This 
will assist learners as they progress either into higher 
levels of vocational learning or to related academic 

qualifications, by 
providing independent 
assessment evidence of 
learning alongside the 
portfolio-based 
assessment. This 
approach will also assist 
learners in developing a 
range of transferable 
skills, and in applying their knowledge in unfamiliar 
contexts. 
 
The remaining units are internally assessed. Evidence for 
assessment can be generated through a range of 
activities, including role play, practical performance and 
verbal presentations. It is expected that learners will use 
local examples, wherever possible, and to engage with 
local employers for support and input. 
 
What can I do with this subject when I leave school? 
 
 Other Level 2 vocational qualifications 
 Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC 

Nationals, specifically the Pearson 
 BTEC Level 3 in Public Services (QCF) 
 Related academic qualifications  
 Employment, in due course, within junior roles 

across the public service sector, for example entry-
level posts in the armed services, other uniformed 
services or 

 non-uniformed services. 
 Learners who achieve the qualification at Level 1 

may progress to related Level 2 
 Vocational or academic qualifications, such as 

BTECs or GCSEs. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
What is IGCSE Computer Science (9-1) LearnOnline? 

Computers are widely used in all aspects of business, 

industry, government, education, leisure and the home. 

In this increasingly technological age, the study of 

computer science, and particularly how computers are 

used in the solution of a variety of problems, is not only 

valuable to the learners but also essential to the future 

well-being of the country. 

The IGCSE Computer Science – LearnOnline course is 

assessed through two exams. This qualification provides 

students with the opportunity of operating confidently in 

today’s digital world, and enabling them to 

apply computational thinking in context. 

Course Information 

Qualification: IGCSE Computer Science 

 

Awarding Body: Edexcel 

 

IGCSE Computer Science (9-1) – LearnOnline course 

covers the following topics: 

 Problem solving 

 Algorithms 

 Decomposition and abstraction 

 Programming 

 Develop code 

 Constructs 

 Data types and structures 

 Input/output 

 Operators 

 Subprograms 

 Data 

 Binary 

 Data representation 

 Data storage and compression 

 Encryption 

 Computers 

 Machines and computational modelling 

 Hardware 

 Logic 

 Software 

 Programming languages 

 Communication and the internet 

 Networks 

 Network security 

 The internet and the world wide web 

 The bigger picture 

 Emerging trends, issues and impact 

 

This course is an additional  option that does not count in 

your four picks.  In order to complete this course students 

will be expected to work independently in enrichment 

periods.   
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ANCIENT HISTORY  
Ancient History has been designed to help learners 
develop their understanding of the ancient world  and 
the legacy of the ancient world in today’s society.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity to study a period of history that 
does not cease to fascinate many people, providing 
inspiration to countless generations.  This course is 
rarely delivered in secondary schools giving students at 
Ixworth a rare opportunity to set themselves apart form 
the rest! 
 
Course content 

 
The Persian Empire 
 
The first study will 
explore a 94 year 
period in the Persian 
Empire.  Students 
will investigate the 

substantial developments and issues associated with the 
period focusing on understanding of the process of 
change. 
 
The Early Roman Republic 
 
The longer period study on the Roman Kings and the 
early Roman Republic will focus on the most significant 
events and characteristics of different eras across a 
period of just over 300 years.  The longer period of study 
will reveal wider changes in aspects of society over time 
and allow comparisons to be made between different 
eras.  This will include political change, religious and 
social change, and the impact of warfare and military 
change. 
 
The longer period study has a requirement for learners 
to understand the nature and origin of the historical 
evidence for this period.  This allows learners to separate 
myth from the individuals and events which may have a 
historical basis. 
 
Learners must study two depth studies.  Alexander the 
Great, 356-323 BC, and Britannia: from conquest to 
province AD 43-C84 - although these may be subject to 
change if another option is more suitable for the group. 
 
In depth studies, the focus will be on the critical use of 
ancient source material in investigating and assessing 
historical questions, problems and issues.  Learners will 
need to understand the detailed historical context of the 
events/situations for each depth study.  The links 
between the depth studies and the period studies will 
make it easier to understand historical background, 

context and to develop awareness of how the study is 
located within the longer term developments of the 
topic. 
 
The focus of each depth study will be on the wealth of 
ancient source material, and the use, analysis and 
evaluation of the evidence the ancient source material 
provides. 
 
Course requirements 
 
In order to access this course you require no prior 
knowledge of the subject.  It would be helpful however 
to read about the topics before the start of the course..  
Suggested reading will be provided to those that wish to 
undertake the Ancient History option. 
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Options form 
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Student’s name: Tutor Group: 

The following subjects are taken by all 
students 

  Ebacc Selection – 2 choices 
Note: students in 9i must include a language. 

A. Core Curriculum   B. Pathway 1 

English Language (and English Literature)   Geography   

Maths (and Statistics)   History   

Combined Science   German   

PSHE (non-examinable)   French   

PE (Core) (non-examinable)     

‘Open’ Option 1 
*One Subject will be allocated from this section+ 

(Number 1 for preference, 2 for backup option) 
Courses will not run if numbers are small 

C. Pathway 2 

Art   

Drama   

Geography   

History   

Public Services   

Music   

Photography   

Sport (BTEC)   

Ancient History  

3D - Design  

Student to sign:   

Parent/Carer to sign:   

Any questions? Please also use this space for an expression of interest in Triple Science (in Y11). 
  
  

‘Open’ Option 2 
*One Subject will be allocated from this section+ 

(Number 1 for preference, 2 for backup option) 
Courses will not run if numbers are small 

C. Pathway 2 

Art   

Drama   

Public Services   

Music   

Photography   

Sport (BTEC)   

Ancient History  

3D - Design  

Additional option (enrichment and self study) - 

This does not count as one of your 4 options 

Computer Science   

This form should be returned to the front office by Friday 28th February. 



 

 


