
 

 
 

14 January 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we begin week 3 of the new term - and as the momentum to the final GCSE 
examinations increases, I write with a brief summary of the common priorities up to the final 
set of mock examinations (w/c 4th February). 
 
Firstly, I would like to praise the year group for the considerable progress that each of them 
has made since this time last year. Their collective approach to their studies is becoming 
increasingly effective and I have confidence in each and every one of them.  
 
Secondly, I cannot stress enough the importance of the next set of mock examinations. 
Whilst further standalone mocks will take place in particular subjects, this is the last time 
that we will be able to provide detailed feedback - across all subjects and papers - on 
performance under examination conditions. As such, we are committed to giving Year 11 
feedback on their best work and therefore need your sons and daughters to be focusing on 
the micro detail of their revision. To support them, each of them now has a weekly revision 
and study programme and are aware of the very many additional revision classes we are 
running. In addition, Mr Rearden and Mr Mannington run revision sessions twice a week 
during tutor time and this is proving to be effective. 
 
However, this leads me to my only concern: the quality of some of the revision being 
undertaken. Whilst time is being put aside to revise, too many students are simply reading 
from textbooks or reading notes and this won’t be effective. Equally, too many of them are 
focusing on the subjects where they feel they are making the best progress and leaving 
other subjects for ‘another day’. On Tuesday Mrs Parker will re-run a session on the most 
effective ways to revise and you may find this link to information on our website helpful: 
https://www.ixworthfreeschool.org.uk/end-of-year-examinations-and-revision/. At this point 
of the year, they must prioritise the subjects and topics where they feel they are behind and 
all revision needs to be active. 
 
In terms of you being able to support us and your sons and daughters, please may I ask 
that you consider the following: 
 

1. Asking them to show you their weekly revision programme and then 
nudging/cajoling/supporting them in sticking to it; 

2. Asking them about the detail. If they say: ‘I’m off to revise German’ this is too 
vague; ‘I’m off to revise vocabulary on social media’ is what they need to be saying;  

3. Supporting them with active revision strategies and helping to focus them on the 
subjects that they might like less or where they feel they are behind.  

 
 

https://www.ixworthfreeschool.org.uk/end-of-year-examinations-and-revision/


 

 
 

 
Our next touch base will be at the final Year 11 Progress Evening on Wednesday 6th March. 
By then, we will have mock examination results, VCERT PE examination results and VCERT 
Craft students will have completed their 30 hour examination. Between now and then, the 
additional support for all students is as follows: 
 

- Period 7s: Art (Wednesday); Geography (Monday): Maths (Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday). 

- Supervised study (lunchtimes with Mrs Parker, Wednesday afternoons); 
- 1:1 English and Maths support through our personal tutors; 
- In-School revision sessions: English (every lunchtime); German listening (every 

Wednesday lunchtime); Geography and History revision (Wednesday periods 5/6); 
- 1:1 mentoring with myself, Mrs Parker, Mr Manington, Mr Rearden and our Pastoral 

Support Officers; 
- Revision during tutor time; 
- Saturdays (German), starting Saturday 26th January (10-12 noon);  

 
Please note that there will be February half term, Easter and May half term revision 
programmes.  
 
Finally, Mrs Parker and I remain committed to supporting you as parents at this critical time. 
Getting home and school right in January will guarantee success in August and ensure that 
no student had to compromise. As such, please feel free to contact  either of us at any time 
via: mbarrow@ixworthfreeschool.org.uk and / or pparker@ixworthfreeschool.org.uk. Mr 
Manington and Mr Rearden are of course also willing to support and to answer any 
questions / queries you might have. 
 
With best wishes 

 
Mr M Barrow 
Headteacher 
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